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Present. 


With the New Books 
For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, D.D. : : 


Golden Moments 
By Ida A. Guirey 
1 Cor. 7:29 


N RAPID wings the moments fly 
And opportunities pass by; 

They call to us but do not wait, 

And then the mournful cry, “Too late.” 


If we would only stop and think 
How we are standing on the brink 
Of everlasting joy or woe 

We would not idly linger so. 


Ah, precious is the day of grace, 
For night is coming on apace 
When silently will close the door 
And golden moments come no more. 


It Depends on the Viewpoint 


Seen from above, our characters 
are probably not so sterling as we think 
they are. We are too inclined to look 
at them from close range, getting the 
wrong perspective, measuring them by 
our own standards instead of God’s. 
Each year in “The Old Farmer's Al- 
manac,”1 published continually since 
1792, there is much weather lore, gentle 
humor, and homely wisdom. From the 
April page for 1957 (Vol. 165) comes 
this pleasant little soliloquy on the right 
point of view: “I never knew that my 
neighbour Bill ploughed so pretty a fur- 





1 Copyrighted by Yankee, Inc., Dublin, N. H. 


row till he showed me an airplane pic- 
ture of his place. It took me some time 
to figure out that it was his place with 
all those lovely lines and curves and 
twirls and walls so straight, and the 
barns looking all four square with 
pretty shadows running away from 
them. It didn’t show the sag in his 
barn roof and a lot of other things like 
the broken back steps and the dead 
limbs on his apple trees. But after I 
studied it some, I could see that for all 
it looked so nice and different, it was 
Bill’s place. When Bill had gone, I said 
to Ma that if an airplane picture can 
do that to his place, I guess it can cer- 
tainly do it to ours. So we had the pic- 
ture taken, though we didn’t let on to 
Bill. I don’t know that I ever did get 
hit so hard as when I looked at that 
picture. From the air my place couldn’t 
hold a candle to Bill’s. My furrows 
were all wavery and too deep or too 
shallow and didn’t follow the contour 
lines like Bill’s did (he had kept talking 
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wasn’t my orchard at all but something 
laid out all askew, and the stone walls 
look like flat pancakes, and I could see 
the brush all along them. It appears 
to me that until I can get things 
straightened out here and fresh pictures 
taken, Ma and I just won’t say anything 
about this picture. We'll just save it to 
work from.” This is a fine illustration 
of how easy it is to misjudge others’ 
work and our own, and of the truth that 
“the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for 
man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart” (1 
Sam. 16:7). The Apostle Paul said, “For 
we dare not make ourselves of the num- 
ber, or compare ourselves with some 
that commend themselves: but they 
measuring themselves by themselves, 
and comparing themselves among them- 
selves, are not wise” (2 Cor. 10:12). 
He also said, “So then every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God” 
(Rom, 14:12). 


|. A Swedish Expert Opposes Alcohol 


Translated from the Swedish by the late Ernest Gordon 


Heryer) is the general director 

of the Medical Department in the 
National Government of Sweden. He 
thus, in a way, represents the top 
authority of medical science in Sweden. 
The essay which follows begins with 
accounts of the long alcoholic past of 
Scandinavia from Viking days, through 
the intense alcoholization of the home 
distilling era, to the great protest 
against it, led by Wieselgren a century 
ago, when there were 175,124 taxed stills 
in this little land and no meal was com- 
plete without hard drinks. Wieselgren’s 
great popular movement was supported 
by outstanding scientists such as the 
chemist, Berzelius, the anthropologist, 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world” (Matt. 
28:20). 




















Retzius, and above all by the great med- 
ical clinician, Dr. Magnus Huss, who 
occupied the post which Dr. Axel Héjer 
now holds. Huss formulated nine theses 
on alcohol which, by royal decree, were 
posted in all the common school class- 
rooms, They closed with the words: 

“You have now been enlightened as 
to the hideous consequences of the use 
of intoxicating drink. There has been 
no exaggeration. Flee them, therefore, 
as enemies of soul and body in what- 
ever form they are offered. Misfortune 
and even destruction can hide in the 
bottom of the first glass.” 

Dr. Héjer explains that his interest 
in the subject stems from the hygienic 
side: “As health official I have engaged 
in the movement against drink. I salute 
all enemies of alcohol as battlers for 
the nation’s health.” 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCES 


“When I think back fifty years and 
chiefly of my own experience regarding 
the use of alcohol, these are my memories. 
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In childhood I met the misuse of alco- 
hol only occasionally and then on the 
streets. Many such occurrences etched 


themselves in my memory. As age ad-" 


vanced I saw one or another of my 
student comrades, and not the worst of 
them, fail in their studies because of 
drink. During service in the fleet I 
had opportunity to see what fatal ef- 
fects even occasional use of alcohol 
could have on a person’s life, whether 
one commanded a ship at sea or in air; 
or, in the ranks, was unable to adapt 
oneself, because of drink, to the de- 
mands of discipline. In study years in 
France I enjoyed ‘the sap of French 
wines,’ but I also saw frightful pictures of 
alcohol’s ravages. In Rouen, the beau- 
tiful port of Normandy, I recall an 
elderly woman in a hospital at the 
height of an attack of delirium. She 
was shut up in a little padded cell, had 
torn off all her clothing, and smitten 
herself against the hard walls until she 
was black and blue in her face and 
whole body. The physician with me 
laughed. I felt deeply shamed as man 
and human being. As a picture of hu- 
man degeneracy and humiliation, it re- 
mains graven on my mind against the 
background of all the pictures of the 
highly developed Norman culture, the 
beautiful cathedral, the fine old French 
homes, and the mighty modern crea- 
tions of the great port. That was in 
1919. We know what alcohol did to 
France and her defense in 1940! 


“In, London’s East End, in social- 
hygienic work, I had opportunities to 
see with my own eyes groups of wan 
little children waiting for their elders 
outside the pubs. 


“A more fundamental experience of 
drink’s significance was obtained when 
I began work as children’s physician 
in our most populous country districts. 
There I quickly learned in how many 
ways drink is the enemy of child health. 
First economically, for families with 
limited or even with sufficient incomes. 
Such are most of the children in our 
land. A few hundred kroner a year 
spent in drink means, for such, a cor- 
responding lack of desirable, or even 
necessary food. The greater the amount 
so spent, the greater the lack of nour- 
ishment the doctor can prescribe at his 
reception hour or in schoo] examination 
of children. In addition were the effects 
of anxiety and fear on the child’s up- 
bringing, also the consequences to the 
mother’s strength. At times she, too, 
was the slave of drink. Finally, homes 
and clothes deteriorated with the gen- 
eral economic downfall of the family. 


“When, then, I was asked to be chair- 
man in the Communal Temperance 
Committee, this appeared to me to be 
a part of my hygienic work. As such 
I was able to analyze more deeply the 
varying causes of drunkenness—consti- 
tutional factors, poverty, disappoint- 
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ments,” bad housing, difficulties in mar- 
riage. I noticed how easily use passed 
over to excess, almost unnoticeably in 
all instances. In nearly every case alco- 
hol wretchedness does not limit itself 
to the alcoholic. With him suffer fam- 
ily members and often others in an 
even wider circle. 

- “Later in a university city, IF got an 
impression of student life and discov- 
ered how for decades a very influential 
class of Swedish officials, judges, phy- 
sicians, teachers, pastors, journalists, 
and businessmen, bred in an alcohol at- 
mosphere, neglected their studies. I saw, 
too, a new time come with student-aid 
organizations of various sorts, fine cre- 
ations which gained ground as the 
wasteful, personality-impoverishing, and 
money-destroying student drinking cus- 
toms were pressed back. From 1930 I 
served as physician to the Temperance 
Committee in one of our largest cities. 
My experiences here paralleled those in 
the country, but on a larger scale. I 
noted the extent of alcoholism in varied 
classes and among persons who had 
much authority over others. 


“I was able to observe the tendency 
of alcoholism, as alcohol itself, to evap- 
orate, becoming invisible in the diag- 
noses of physicians and in death certif- 
icates, as, for example, in the news in 
the press regarding traffic accidents or 
brutal crimes, of which alcohol was 
cause or contributing cause. I was able 
to study drink’s role in man’s fate as, 
often from a slight beginning, it ended 
in catastrophe. 

“Since I have worked in the govern- 
mental medical department I have come 
in contact with many alcoholics. They 
have been from all circles, often splen- 
did men, gifted, and with many good 
qualities. Many physicians take part 
in the work of the Temperance Com- 
mittees. Too many others seem to think 
that such co-operation does not belong 
to their medical duties, 

“Finally, as a member of the Insanity 
Committee, I have opportunities to fol- 
low alcohol’s role among those who 
are defective in one or another way. 
These number more than a hundred 
thousand, in a lower or higher degree 
weak mentally, always not above that 
of a small schoo] child. Many are psy- 
chopaths with weak will and disordered 
passions. I see how their abnormal de- 
ficiencies are increased under the influ- 
ence of alcohol, how it brutalizes. For 
their crimes, at times, it is necessary 
to confine them for decades, many thou- 
sands of them. 


Wuat Orners Say 
“I could but wish that every Swedish 
man and woman had had the oppor- 
tunity which I have had to follow factual 
testimony regarding the role that alco- 
hol plays. Those who have not seen 
enough to be really seized with horror 
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are able to conceal realities by crying 
‘fanatic.’ For such, let me cite a highly 
competent witness, not an abstainer, 
the director of the Samlag Sales Sys. 
tem, Alfred Peyron, when some years 
ago he laid down his office. In his in- 
troduction he flailed the great Stock- 
holm newspapers which, when anyone 
proposes that the State intervene to stop 
misuse, always propose ‘educational 
methods’ instead, although rarely in any 
way themselves contributing to such 
methods. Then he adds: 

“Drinking is extreme in our land. 
Around 50,000 cases of drunkenness per 
year are recorded in a population of six 
million. A large per cent of all crimes, 
especially of violent crimes, are com- 
mitted under the influence of drink. 
According to the latest figures, of 1,700 
withdrawals of drivers’ licenses, 1,000 
are for drunken driving. Deterioration 
in temperance conditions in country dis- 
tricts is above all calculated to awaken 
alarm.’” 

(To be continued) 


Notes on Open Letters 


The Church Membership 
of the Times Staff 


The Trmes lesson helps are very 
valuable to me in making preparation 
for the Men’s Bible Class of the First 
Presbyterian Church here, which I 
have taught for several years. 

There is nothing in your printed 
matter to indicate whether those who 
edit the Times are sectarian or non- 
sectarian. I would be interested in 
knowing. My reason for asking the 
question, I might add, is pure curi- 
osity. Whoever prints the Tres, I 
like it—A Kansas reader. 


An up-to-date survey of the thirty- 
three resident members of THE SuNDAY 
Scuoot Times staff (including two part- 
time helpers, but not including the les- 
son writers) shows that eleven denom- 
inations and five independent groups 
are represented by them. Denomina- 
tional differences are practically ignored 
in the editorial, business, printing, and 
mailing operations that produce the 
paper each week. 

THE SunpAy ScHOooL Times is an inter- 
denominational, independent journal, 
published by The Sunday School Times 
Company. This is incorporated under 
the laws of the State of Pennsylvania and 
managed by a board of seven directors, 
and the accounts are audited annually 
by a well-known firm of certified public 
accountants. The journal was begun in 
1859 by the American Sunday School 
Union, passed through several hands, 
and a corporation was formed in 1900. 
The management desires to give all the 
glory to God for its continuance until 
this day. 
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Il. Why Is Mormonism Successful? 


How it uses the time, talents, and mental 


capacities of its adherents 


says, “Nothing in my hand I bring.” 
The other says, “Something in my 
hand I bring.” 

The first deflates the ego while the 
second inflates it. The first, true evan- 
gelical Christianity, is based on the fact 
that salvation is the free gift of God 
and that none of one’s own good works 
can secure eternal life or serve to re- 
tain it once it is acquired. The second, 
which includes Mormonism, is merely a 
grouping of the many forms of religious 
self-effort which are based on the prem- 
ise that there surely must be something 
that one can do to gain some merit in 
God’s sight. Surely, through persever- 
ance and with a tincture of God’s kind- 
ness or mercy, propitiation and salva- 
tion will be attained. 

The philosophy of all of these “do-it- 
yourself” religions is basically the same. 

Satan, the great designer and manu- 
facturer of false religions, outdid him- 
self in his production of Mormonism. 
True, the early days of Mormonism con- 
tained much that both Satan and the 
Mormons are ashamed of and would 
gladly forget; but upon the foundation 
of the basic philosophies of Joseph 
Smith and his associates has been 
erected a system of good works, culture, 
self-help, mutual assistance, and a fra- 
ternal society that should make the 
social gospelers green with envy. 


A Program of Ritualism and Works 

To this has been added just enough 
of religious ritual and symbolism to 
anesthetize the conscience, and a phi- 
losophy of eschatology that brings up to 
date, and extends into the future life, 
the promise made by Satan in Eden, 
“Ye shall be as gods.” 

Joseph Smith propounded this doc- 
trine1 and one of his theologians, Lo- 
renzo Snow, codified it as follows: 

“As we are, God was. 

As God is, we shall become.” 

This cliche has been repeated endlessly 
by Mormon writers and lecturers ever 
since. 

There is in the Mormon system 
enough to employ all of the time, tal- 
ents, and mental capacities of even the 
most ambitious individual. For the 
esthetic there is art, music, culture, and 
education, all well provided for within 
the Mormon orbit. For the “doer” there 
is a full complement of church-spon- 
sored good works, all of them quite 
legitimate and highly admirable. 

For instance, the church owns can- 


"Tess: are only two religions. One 





1“King Follett Discourse.” 


During his travels Mr. Fraser 
found in a motel room a copy of 
“The Book of Mormon,” well bound 
in Fabrikoid, containing 568 pages 
and a complete index like a con- 
cordance. Attached was a note ask- 
ing three questions to which an- 
swers would be found in the book, 
and saying that it is “the world’s 
second-best seller” and that the 
guest might have it for fifty cents 
which he was requested to leave at 
the motel office, with his name and 
address. It is printed like the Bible, 
in two columns, with chapters and 
verses numbered. This is just one 
of the means the Mormons use to 
spread their teachings. 

This is the second of three articles 
in the Times by Mr. Fraser, secre- 
tary of the Student Missionary 
Countcil, Tacoma, Washington. 








neries for the salvaging of surplus fruits 
and other commodities which, other- 
wise, would be lost. This material is 
stored for the benefit of the needy. 
Mormon women serve in these opera- 
tions without pay. They do receive 
cards showing credits for time spent. 
This accrues to them for their benefit 
in any time of need, and, if not drawn 
upon during this life, stands to their 
credit as “work” accomplished for the 
next life. 

For the gregarious there is a host of 
“circles,” “associations” for this and 
that, “relief societies,” community song 
fests, and church-sponsored dances. 
Dances are always opened and closed 
with prayer. 

For the religionist there is a system 
of religious rite and cult that involves 
the individual in a lifetime of study and 
introduces him into a full latitude of 
ecclesiastical office, from the diaconate 
into which he is initiated at age twelve, 
up fhrough two orders of priesthood, 
quorums of “seventies,” and the quorum 
of the “twelve apostles.” If he is alert 
and popular he may eventually achieve 
the presidency of the church which car- 
ries with it the prerogatives of “prophet” 
and “seer.” 

All of the ecclesiastical rite and study 
is couched in a style of Biblical language 
and terminology that would satisfy the 
most sincere, if misguided, religionist. 
At no point in the entire system of 
attainment is the individual embar- 
rassed by having to face the sin ques- 
tion. 

The Mormon system has no equivalent 
of the new birth, nor does it recognize 
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the necessity for the deliverance from 
the penalty of sin, since its doctrine in- 
sists that Jesus died to cancel the effect 
of Adam’s transgressions. The matter 
of the individual’s sin is taken care of 
by baptism for the remission of sin at 
the arbitrary age of eight. Neither is 
there the equivalent of either a progres- 
sive or an abrupt sanctification, since 
there is no recognition of the presence 
of a depraved nature or of the acquisi- 
tion of a new nature. Thus the con- 
science is never disturbed. 

Up to this point the reader will see 
very little deviation from the well de- 
veloped religion of the social Gospel, or 
the humanistic, philanthropic fraterni- 
ties, many of which have been only 
moderately successful. In the case of 
Mormonism, however, Satan audaciously 
has added the catalyst of the operating 
principles of the New Testament church, 
which, unfortunately, the church of 
Christ has either largely abandoned or 
only partially or half-heartedly put into 
operation. 


Six Mormon Principles 

The Mormons make the following 
principles quite emphatic and utilize 
them to the limit, even to the point of 
giving them legal status in the operation 
of the organization. 

1. In Mormonism every man is a 
priest, There are two priesthoods within 
the structure of the Mormon church. 
The lower “order of Aaron” would cor- 
respond with the diaconate of the apos- 
tolic church. The higher, or “Melchize- 
dek priesthood,” would correspond with 
the eldership or presbytery of the early 
church. All Mormon males are poten- 
tially eligible to both priesthoods. 

The higher priesthood calls for a 
commitment to principles that con- 
stitute a repudiation of the basic doc- 
trine of the deity of Christ and the 
authority of the Bible as the Word of 
God, in the Christian sense of these 
great truths. 

2. Every Mormon is a missionary. 
Each Mormon man must account for 
two years of missionary effort in any 
place to which the church may choose 
to send him. If he does not go himself 
(which most desire to do) he may go 
by proxy by assuming the costs of an- 
other who will go on a two-year mis- 
sion on his behalf. 

The church is very careful to see that 
the young men who go on missions are of 
the type that will make the most favor- 
able impression. Their training for this 
work is very elaborate and painstaking. 
They are instructed in the teachings 
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and methods of the principal orthodox 
churches and have their arguments pre- 
pared so that they may cope with any 
situation. It is quite common for groups 
of candidates to attend services in the 
various churches, often in a body with 
an instructor, so that they can discuss 
methods and tactics before going on a 
mission. 

The Mormons have at least five thou- 
sand missionaries in the field at all 
times. 

3. The principle of “where two or 
three are gathered.” The organization 
of a local Mormon church is nearly 
automatic. When three Mormon fam- 
ilies move into a non-Mormon commu- 
nity they automatically constitute a 
church. Since every man has some de- 
gree of ecclesiastic standing, the prob- 
lem of organization is already solved. 
Each takes office in the order of his 
rating or seniority. 


4. They go out “two by two.” The 
Mormon missionaries always travel in 
pairs, which is both logical and Scrip- 
tural. This method supplies both fel- 
lowship and mutual help. The seventy 
and the twelve sent out by the Lord 
Jesus followed this principle, as did the 
apostles in the years following Pente- 
cost. 

5. The Mormons insist on decentral- 
ization. The success of the apostolic 
church lay in the fact that when the 
church in Jerusalem was scattered the 
believers went everywhere preaching 
the Word. Many small churches were 
formed. As this principle was allowed 
to lapse and large assemblages were 
gathered trouble usually ensued. 

So it is with the Mormons. Since 
every male Mormon over age twelve 
has an “office,” the local church is not 
permitted to exceed approximately 250 
males. If a larger group accumulates 
a new “ward” is formed. 

Salt Lake City, the home of the “Brig- 
hamite” church, has no large Mormon 
church. It does have two hundred or 
more wards, and one attends the ward 
chapel in one’s own ward. The large 
temple and the tabernacle on the temple 
grounds in Salt Lake City, and the sev- 
eral temples throughout the West are 
not churches in the accepted sense. The 
temples are used only for the secret 
Mormon rites, such as baptism for the 
dead and for the sealing of marriages 
for eternity. The huge tabernacle on 
the temple grounds is purely a show 
piece for the general public. 


6. All Mormons tithe. The success of 
the Mormons in their expansion, colon- 
ization, and propagandization is due 
largely to the fact that all Mormons 
give a tenth of their income, most of 
them willingly. Those who do not give 
willingly or who attempt to withhold 
part of the tithe experience something 
of the “persuasion” of the church 
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authorities. Mormons give beyond the 
tithe. The cost of new church buildings 
is underwritten by the members of the 
local organization in addition to the 
tithe. A local church building is never 
erected before a sizable congregation 
has been formed. 

Let’s do a little figuring. There are 
well over a million and a half Mormons 
in this country, but for easy figuring we 
will start with this number. The aver- 
age family has five members, but let 
us allow eight per family for the Mor- 
mons. This will allow for the polyga- 
mous families in Utah. 

One hundred eighty-seven thousand 
eight hundred families with an aver- 
age income of $5,000 per year (few Mor- 
mons have an income-as low as this) 
gives them an-annual total income of 
$939,000,000. This would yield a tithe of 
$93,900,000 each year. Add to this the 
cost of the 400 new churches being built 
by the Mormons each year, and their 
total giving would approximate $125,- 
000,000 per year. With that sort of giv- 
ing they are bound to have phenomenal 
physical growth in spite of their ab- 
surd doctrinal beliefs. 

There are certainly more than a mil- 
lion and a half evangelical believers in 
America. What would happen if these 
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gave of their means in proportion to the 
Mermon giving? 

Mormonism has been successful. It 
has carved out an unchallengeable re- 
ligio-economic-political empire in the 
mountain states, which, now that it is 
well established, is successfully expand- 
ing its influence throughout the nation. 
It has been aggressively missionary in 
its foreign outreach with a large follow- 
ing in the British Isles, Scandinavia, 
and elsewhere. It has many colonies in 
many lands. 

Its forward movement is taking new 
momentum and it can be expected to 
expand its influence tremendously within 
a short period of years. It makes its 
headway unobserved during its early 
stages within-a community marked for 
conquest, since its methods are so com- 
pletely in keeping with master sales- 
manship and polite manners. Whereas 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses are crude and 
boorish in their approach, and the Ro- 
manists sinister and overbearing, Mor- 
mons are all sweetness and light with 
a good blending of Emily Post, Dale 
Carnegie, and the Fuller Brush man. 

But with all of its success and physi- 
cal growth, Mormonism still has no an- 
swer to the age-old question, “What 
can wash away my sin?” 

(To be continued) 


IV. Seventh-Day Adventism Examined 


The Sabbath question: what does the New Testament teach? 


T HAS already been shown in this 

series that the Pope did not change 
the Sabbath, but that the Lord’s Day 
was observed from the beginning of the 
Christian era. Now we proceed to con- 
sider the Sabbath question as related to 
the New Testament. 

Because the Roman Church cannot 
prove certain teachings from the Bible, 
they resort to so-called visions, mir- 
acles, forgeries, and substitute these for 
Scripture proof. Similarly, Seventh- 
Day Adventists intrude mutilated quo- 
tations, give meanings foreign to an 
author’s intentions, distort historical 
facts, and all this to build up their false 
system. 

Because the Fourth Commandment, 
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep 
it holy,” cannot be found in the New 
Testament, the S.D.A.’s have sought to 
give it special emphasis. This was done 
by a so-called vision. Mrs. E. G. White, 
the prophetess of Seventh-Day Advent- 
ism, claimed to have been transported 
to Heaven, and was shown the inside 
of the ark of the covenant to see the 
Fourth Commandment. The account of 
this is given as follows: 


Two angels stood, one at either end 
of the ark, with their wings spread 
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over the mercyseat and their faces 
turned toward it. This, her accom- 
panying angel informed her, repre- 
sented all the heavenly host looking 
with reverential awe towards the law 
of God, which had been written by 
the finger of God. Jesus raised the 
cover of the ark, and she beheld the 
tables of stone on which the Ten 
Commandments were written. She 
was amazed as she saw the Fourth 
Commandment in the very center of 
the ten precepts, with a soft halo of 
light encircling it. The angel said, “It 
is the only one of the ten which de- 
fines the living God, who created the 
heavens and the earth, and all things 
that are therein. When the founda- 
tions of the earth were laid, then was 
also laid the foundation of the Sab- 
bath” (“Early Writings,” pp. 114, 115). 
Why was such a vision necessary? 
Why this far-fetched story of Mrs. 
White being taken to Heaven, of her 
being escorted around Heaven by an 
angel, and of Jesus raising the cover 
of the ark that she might see the Fourth 
Commandment? The fact of the matter 
is, the Seventh-Day Adventists seem to 
need these strange, uncanny things to 
support their teaching, lacking as they 
do sound fact and Scriptural statement, 
and also because the Fourth Command- 
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ment is nowhere to be found in the New 
Testament. 

Let the reader note particularly this 
statement, where after testifying to hav- 
ing kept the seventh day for twenty- 
eight years, the Rev. D. M. Canright, 
at one time one of their most prominent 
and zealous ministers and writers, says: 

After having persuaded more than 
a thousand others to keep it; after 
having read my Bible through, verse 
by verse, more than twenty times; 
after having scrutinized to the best of 
my ability every text, line, and word 
in the whole Bible having the re- 
motest bearing upon the Sabbath 
question; after having looked up all 
these, both in the original and in 
many translations; after having 
searched in lexicons, concordances, 
commentaries, and dictionaries; after 
having read armfuls of books on both 
sides of the question; after having 
read every line in all the early church 
fathers upon this point . .. and after 
weighing all the evidence in the fear 

of God, and of the judgment day, I 

am fully settled in my own mind and 

conscience that the evidence is against 
the keeping of the Seventh Day 

(“Seventh-Day Adventism Renounced,” 

pp. 40, 42). 

After reading the account of Mrs. 
White’s vision, and then studying the 
historical and Scriptural evidence, we 
can readily understand why Canright 
was compelled by his own convictions 
and demands of conscience to reject 
utterly the teachings of Seventh-Day 
Aventism. As we examine Sabbath- 
keeping in the light of the New Testa- 
ment, we shall mention some of the 
outstanding proofs against the errone- 
ous conclusions of S.D.A.’s, and we shall 
note some which Canright’s diligent 
study led him to observe. 


Why Is the Seventh Day Not Mentioned? 


While the duty or sin covered by each 
of the other nine commandments is di- 
rectly named many times in the New 
Testament, why is it that the duty to 
keep the seventh day is not once men- 
tioned? The duty of men to worship 
the Lord God only, as taught in the 
First Commandment, is found no less 
than fifty times in the N. T.; idolatry, 
as in the Second Commandment, is con- 
demned twelve times; profanity, the 
Third, condemned four times; honor thy 
father and mother, the Fifth, is taught 
six times; murder, the Sixth, is con- 
demned six times; adultery, the Seventh, 
is condemned twelve times; theft, the 
Eighth, is condemned six times; false 
witness, the Ninth, is condemned four 
times; and covetousness, the Tenth, is 
condemned nine times. 

Why is it that nowhere in the N. T. 
is it taught that the Fourth Command- 
ment must be observed? And, further, 
Why is it that nowhere in the N. T. is 
failure to keep the Sabbath Day con- 
demned as sin? And why is the Fourth 
Commandment itself not even once re- 
peated in the N. T.? 
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If, as the S.D.A.’s affirm, the keeping 
of the Seventh Day is imperative, why 
did Christ not once command it? And 
why did the apostles neither command 
it, nor condemn its nonobservance? 
Why this strange omission? Some seek 
to answer this by saying that the Jews 
observed the Sabbath, and needed no 
special instruction to do so. Both Jews 
and Gentiles received warning regard- 
ing sins against the other nine Com- 
mandments. And did not Gentile con- 
verts need special] instruction regarding 
the observance of the Sabbath, seeing 
they were unfamiliar with the Ten Com- 
mandments, especially if its nonobserv- 
ance was considered a great sin? 


An Argument Without Weight 


It is argued that, since Jesus kept the 
Sabbath, Christians should do likewise. 
Did not Jesus also keep the Passover? 
Then, by the same reasoning, Christians 
should observe the Passover, which 
would be a denial of Christ our Pass- 
over sacrificed for us. 

It is also reasoned that since the term 
“Sabbath” appears almost sixty times, 
it is an indication of New Testament 
emphasis suggesting its observance. 
This point, too, fails to carry weight, 
since, by the same argument, Christians 
should maintain Temple worship, seeing 
that the term “Temple” is mentioned 
more than one hundred times in the 
New Testament, while “sacrifices” find 
parallel] emphasis thirty-eight times, and 
“Passover” some twenty-eight times. 

A study of the New Testament re- 
veals there was a transition era, a grad- 
ual passing from the Law of Moses into 
the grace and truth by Jesus Christ; a 
passing from the offering of animal sac- 
rifices, and the observance of rituals, 
feast days, and sabbaths, which were 
but types and foreshadowings of the 
glorious fulfillment in Christ. Every 
mention of Sabbath in the Acts, without 
a single exception, is in connection with 
Jewish worship on that day. On the 
other hand, there is no record of a 
single meeting of Gentile Christians 
upon the seventh day (Canright). The 


noted scholar and historian, Philip 
Schaff, observes: 
So far as we know, the Jewish 


Christians of the first generation, at 
least in Palestine, Scripturally ob- 
served the Sabbath, the annual Jewish 
feasts, and the whole Mosaic ritual, 
and celebrated, in addition to these, 
the Christian Sunday, the death and 
resurrection of the Lord and the holy 
supper. But this union was gradually 
weakened, and was at last entirely 
broken by the destruction of the Tem- 
ple ... The Jewish Sabbath passed 
into the Christian Sunday... . Sunday 
thus became, by an easy and natural 
transformation, the Christian Sabbath 
or weekly day of rest... . It was not 
a legal ceremonial bondage, but rather 
a precious gift of grace, a privilege, 
a holy rest in God in the midst of the 
unrest of the world, a day of spiritual 
refreshing in communion with God 
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... (Hist. Apostolic Church,” p. 118; 
see “Hist. Christian Church,” vol. i, 
p. 479). 

The Seventh-Day Adventists stress 
that failure to keep the Sabbath is the 
great sin. Then why is it that in the 
lists of sins recorded in the New Testa- 
ment, the sin against the Sabbath is 
never once mentioned? For example, in 
Mark 7:21, 22, there are thirteen sins 
listed. Why did our Lord not mention 
breaking the Sabbath? In Romans 1:29- 
31, there is a list of nineteen sins; in 
Galatians 5:19-21, a list of seventeen 
sins; and in 2 Timothy 3:1-4, a list of 
eighteen sins. In all the great warnings 
concerning sins, why was not failure to 
keep the Seventh Day given promi- 
nence? It was not even mentioned. 

One of the best opportunities Jesus 
had to preach Sabbath-keeping, was 
when a lawyer asked Him, “Master, 
which is the great commandment in the 
law?” (Matt. 22:36.) In His answer, 
our Lord made not the slightest refer- 
ence to the Sabbath. Neither here, nor 
elsewhere, did our Lord teach the keep- 
ing of the Sabbath Day; nor did He 
warn against not keeping it: 

Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the first and great com- 
mandment. And the second is like 
unto it, Thdu shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself. On these two com- 
mandments hang all the law and the 
prophets (Matt. 22:37-40). 


The Silence of the Jerusalem Council 


In the instructions or decrees from 
the council in Jerusalem to the Gentile 
believers, why was the Sabbath not 
even mentioned? The elders of the 
Church had assembled to deal specif- 
ically with the keeping of the Law, as 
we see in Acts 15:24, “Forasmuch as we 
have heard, that certain which went out 
from us have troubled you with words, 
subverting your souls, saying, Ye must 
be circumcised, and keep the law: to 
whom we gave no such commandment.” 
If ever there was a time to stress the 
keeping of the Sabbath Day, this was 
the time, and yet there is not the slight- 
est reference to it in the instructions 
given from this council. In contrast 
with the debated keeping of the Law, 
Peter emphasized salvation by grace, 
“But we believe that through the grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be 
saved, even as they” (Acts 15:11). 

Our Lord spoke of the Law, as not 
only the Ten Commandments, but the 
whole Old Testament. “And beginning 
at Moses and all the prophets, he ex- 
pounded unto them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself . . . that 
all things must be fulfilled, which were 
written in the Law of Moses, and in the 
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning 
me” (Luke 24:27, 44). “The law and the 
prophets were until John” (Luke 16: 
16). . By “the law of Moses,” our Lord 
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spoke of a revelation wider than the 
Decalogue, for did He not say, “For had 
ye believed Moses, ye would have be- 
lieved me: for he wrote of me” (John 
5: 46). 

Our Lord declared, “Think not that I 
am come to destroy the law, or fhe 
prophets: I am not come to destroy but 
to fulfill” (Matt. 5:17). Neither can “the 
law” spoken of here be limited to the 
Ten Commandments. Our Lord came 
to fill out the fullness of His Law, His 
Word, His Will. Thus He fulfilled the 
moral law, by His perfect obedience; 
the ceremonial law, being the Lamb of 
God taking away the sin of the world; 
and He met the full penalty of the 
broken law, as He gave Himself a sub- 
stitute for the sinner. 


Misapplying Scripture 

In the best-known S.D.A. textbook, 
“The Great Controversy,” by Mrs. E. G. 
White, dealing with the argument for 
“the claims of God’s Law, and obliga- 
tion of the Sabbath of the Fourth Com- 
mandment,” quotations are made from 
the Old Testament and the New, as 
though referring to the same thing. 
Among these, 1 John 5:3 is given, which 
reads: “This is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments” (see pp. 435, 
436). We would, however, ask this per- 
tinent question: Seeing that in. the 
First Epistle of John there is no use 
made of the term “commandment” 
which could possibly imply the observ- 
ance of the seventh day, why is the 
portion which definitely explains what 
is meant by “commandment” omitted 
from their textbook? Here is God's 
explanation in this Epistle of what He 
means by “commandment”: “And this 
is his commandment, That we should 
believe on the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, as he gave 
us commandment” (1 John 3:23). Why 
such an omission? Why this deceitful 
handling of the Word of God? 

An example of misapplying Scripture 
to prove a point is to be found in an- 
other of the S.D.A. volumes, entitled 
“Bible Readings for the Home Circle,” 
issued by the Review and Herald Pub- 
lishing Company. In dealing with the 
Scripture, “But pray ye that your flight 
be not in the winter, neither on the 
sabbath day” (Matt. 24:20), this ques- 
tion is asked, “In predicting the over- 
throw of Jerusalem, and the necessity 
of fleeing from Judea before that time, 
what did He enjoin upon His dis- 
ciples regarding the Sabbath?” and this 
answer is given: “The destruction of 
Jerusalem was accomplished by the Ro- 
mans in A.D. 70; and the Sabbath, there- 
fore, was certainly commanded by 
Christ as late as that period” (see p. 
57). 

Here again is a deceitful handling of 
Scripture, calculated to deceive the un- 
thinking, who are supposed to accept 
S.D.A. teaching without question. This 
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Scripture affords not the slightest sup- 
port to the application they give it. ... 
Let us examine the context. Our Lord 
was speaking of the difficulties and 
hardships experienced in sudden flight 
before impending dangers, “Then let 
them which be in Judea flee into the 
mountains,” etc. (note Matt. 24:16-21). 
The directions given here have nothing 
to do with the observance of the Sab- 
bath, but with the hazard and incon- 
venience of flight on the Sabbath. Our 
Lord was thinking of the safety of those 
He warned, not the observance of a 
day, which, by the way, He nowhere 
else commanded to be kept. 

They were to pray that thier flight be 
not in the winter, as much as that it be 
not on the Sabbath. But why not on 
the Sabbath? Because the gates of vil- 
lages and cities being closed, and the 
shortness of a Sabbath day’s journey, 
would constitute serious hindrances. 
Alford bears this out, although the 
S.D.A.’s do not, quote him here: 


It will be most important that so 
sudden a flight should not be encum- 
bered by personal hindrances, by hin- 
drances of accompaniment (see 1 Cor. 
7:26); and those things which are out 
of Our power to arrange, would be 
propitious—weather, and freedom 
from legal prohibition. The words 
“mede en sabbatoi”—“not on Sab- 
bath,” are peculiar to Matthew, and 
show the strong Jewish tint which 
caused him alone to preserve such 
portions of our Lord’s sayings. That 
they were not said as any sanction of 
observance of the Jewish Sabbath is 
most certain: but merely as referring 
to the positive impediments which 
might meet them on that day, the 
shutting of gates of cities, etc., and 
their own scruples about traveling 
further than the ordinary Sabbath- 
day’s journey (about a mile English); 
for the Jewish Christians adhered to 
the Law and customary observances 
till the destruction of Jerusalem 
(“The Greek Testament,” by Henry 
Alford, B.D., in loc. -cit.). 


The Sabbath Given to Israel 


It would be well for all Seventh-Day 
Adventists to keep in mind that the 
Sabbath was specially given to Israel, 
never to the Gentiles. How definitely 
this is stated: “And remember that 
thou wast a servant in the land of 
Egypt, and that the Lord thy God 
brought thee out thence through a mighty 
hand and by a stretched out arm: there- 
fore the Lord thy God commanded thee 
to keep the sabbath day” (Deut. 5:15). 

The time when the Sabbath was given 
is also clearly stated: 


Thou camest down also upon Mount 
Sinai, and spakest with them from 
heaven, and gavest them right judg- 
ments, and true laws, good statutes 
and commandments: And madest 
known unto them thy holy sabbath, 
and commandest them precepts, stat- 
utes, and laws, by the hand of Moses 
thy servant (Neh, 9:13, 14). 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, 
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saying, Speak thou also unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, saying, Verily my sab- 
baths ye shall keep: for it is a sign 
between me and you throughout your 
generations (Exod. 31:12, 13). 


Seventh-Day Adventists place their 
adherents in an impossible position, 
when they teach, “The entire code of Ten 
Commandments is clearly binding on 


Christians” (“Bible Readings for the 
Home Circle,” p. 60—chap. on “The 
Change of the Sabbath”). It is a 


solemn thought, but it is true, Every 
man has been a law breaker. Strictly 
speaking, the Law of God is the en- 
tire will of God, and cannot be 
divided into segments, with a pref- 
erence to keep a part, but not all. 
God’s Word speaks authoritatively: “For 
whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all” (Jas. 2:10). 

Law is either law, or it is not law. 
Seventh-Day Adventists either keep the 
Law of the Sabbath, or they break that 
law. The Law’s requirements demanded 
that the Sabbath be kept “from even 
unto even,” or from sunset to sunset 
(Lev. 23:32). How can people keep 
strict account of times in the Northern 
countries, where it is night for months 
together; or in traveling round the 
world when one loses or gains a day? 
The death penalty was the Law’s re- 
quirement of any that kindled a fire 
on the Sabbath (Exod. 35:2, 3). How 
would folk live in frigid zones? They 
must neither bake, nor boil, nor gather 
food on the Sabbath (Exod. 16:23-30). 
Sabbath breakers were to be put to 
death, “Whosover doeth any work in 
the sabbath day, he shall surely be put 
to death” (Exod, 31:15). Which of us 
would escape if under the Law? 

“I will also cause all her mirth to 
cease, her feast days, her new moons, 
and her sabbaths, and all her solemn 
feasts” (Hos. 2:11). “Let no man there- 
fore judge you in meat, or in drink, or 
in respect of an holyday, or of the new 
moon, or of the sabbath: which are a 
shadow of things to come; but the body 
is of Christ” (Col. 2:16, 17). 

When the substance is come we no 
longer need the shadow. If when walk- 
ing we see a shadow overtaking us, our 
thought may be on the shadow; but, 
when our friend catches up with us, 
we are no longer occupied with the 
shadow but with our friend, himself. 
So, since Christ came, we are no longer 
occupied with the shadow of things to 
come but with the glorious person of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, for 
“Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us” (Gal. 3:13). Let God’s Word make 
this clear: “Wherefore then serveth the 
law? It was added because of trans- 
gressions, till the seed should come to 
whom the promise was made... that 
the promise by faith of Jesus Christ 


(Continued on page 37) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. JANUARY 27. NEEDS THAT JESUS MEETS (Temperance) 
Matthew 8:1 to 9:34; printed text, 9:1-13 
Golden Text.—Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.—Matt. 9:2 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 9:1 And he entered into a ship, and passed over, 
and came into his own city. 

2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the 
palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto 
the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be 
forgiven thee. 

3 And, behold, certain of the scribes said within them- 
selves, This man blasphemeth. 

4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think 
ye evil in your hearts? 

5 For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; 
or to say, Arise, and walk? 

6 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power 
on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the 
palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. 


8 But when the multitude saw it, they marvelled, and 
glorified God, which had given such power unto men. 

9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, 
named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he 
saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him. 

10 And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, 
behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down 
with him and his disciples. 

11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his 
disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? 

12 But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They 
that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. 

13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have 
mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





7 And he arose, and departed to his house. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


INCE several of our lessons are in 
s that portion of Matthew’s Gospel 

which we designated Presenting 
the King in His Procedure (4:17 to 16: 
20), it may be well to indicate the main 
movements of that section: 

1. The early Galilean ministry (4:17 
to 7:29). This includes the establish- 
ment of headquarters in Capernaum, 
the calling of the first disciples, and the 
Sermon on the Mount. 

2. The days of popularity (8:1 to 
11:1). Here we have a series of mighty 
works which drew the multitudes after 
Jesus. The Twelve are here instructed 
and sent out on their first mission. 

3. The rumblings of controversy 11:2 
to 13:53). The first whisperings of criti- 
cism were heard in the days of popular- 
ity, but they steadily rise in a mighty 
crescendo until it is evident that Christ 
is locked in a struggle with the Jewish 
leaders which will end in death. 

4. The training of the Twelve (13:54 
to 16:20). This section finds Jesus more 
and more focusing His attention on the 
disciples, preparing them for the com- 
ing trial, and training them for future 
service. These are the steps in His pro- 
cedure, 

It must not be thought that these are 
hermetically sealed compartments, with 
no element of one appearing in another. 
The movement is more gradual than 
that. For instance, the popularity of 
Jesus among the common people con- 
tinued even when He was at the height 
of His controversy with the leaders, 
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and the first whispers of controversy 
are heard in the period characterized 
by popularity. This week’s lesson is 
in the popularity period, yet we shall 
see two examples of Pharisaic criticism. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 9:1.—“And he. . . came into his 
own city.” The city referred to is not 
Nazareth, but Capernaum, which Jesus 
had made His headquarters (4:13). 


Verse 2.—*. . . a man sick of the palsy 

. . and Jesus seeing their faith said 
...Son... thy sins be forgiven thee.” 
Who are “they”? The four friends who 
carried the sick man to Jesus (Mark 
2:3). See also Mark 2:4 for further in- 
teresting details. Jesus seemed to over- 
look the apparent need in favor of the 
need less apparent but more poignant 
and more urgent. 


Verse 3.—“. . . certain . . . scribes said 
... This man blasphemeth.” See Luke 
5:17. Jesus was really under inspection 
that day. Why blasphemy? If Jesus 
were not God, He was blaspheming in 
claiming to exercise a prerogative which 
belongs to God only (Luke 5:21). 


Verse 4—“And Jesus knowing their 
thoughts ...” This ability of our Lord’s 
to see the thoughts of men is men- 
tioned several times. See particularly 


John 2: 23-25. 
Verse 5.—“For whether is easier ... 
forgiven ...or... Arise, and walk?” 


So far as the mere saying goes, the one 
is as easy to say as the other. It cer- 
tainly cost more to forgive sin than to 
heal sickness—Calvary was the cost! 
But from the point of demonstration, 
the word of healing was the harder. 
Nobody could see whether or not the 


man was forgiven, but they could see 
if he were healed. 


Verse 6.—“. . . the Son of man hath 
power ... to forgive sins...” In this 
case the miracle of healing was to dem- 
onstrate our Lord’s higher prerogative 
of forgiving sin. If He failed in the one, 
they would know that He was an im- 
postor in the other. 


Verse 7.—“‘And he arose, and departed 
to his house.” He did just as Jesus told 
him (Mark 2:12). He came being car- 
ried, and he went carrying. Like the 
other cures of Jesus, no convalescence 
was required. 


Verse 8.—“. . . the multitude . . . mar- 
velled, and glorified God...” The 
A.S.V. reads, “They were afraid, and 
glorified God.” It is power in the sense 
of authority that is here in view. Here 
was the people’s response to Christ’s 
statement about power (or authority) 
in verse 6. It was a response based on 
misunderstanding. Our Lord did not 
Say that God had given this authority 
to men (plural), but that “the Son of 
man” (Himself) had this power. 


Verse 9.—“. . . Jesus ... saw a man 
. . Matthew, sitting at the receipt of 
custom ... Follow me...” The Phari- 


sees would have seen only a publican 
(taxgatherer) and recoiled with hate and 
Scorn. Jesus saw “a man.” His other 
name was Levi (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27). 
Edersheim calls him Levi Matthew. His 
toll booth may have been at the en- 
trance to the city, on the great east- 
west highway. 

Verse 10.—“, . . Jesus sat at meat... 
many publicans and sinners...” Luke 
makes clear that this was a banquet 
arranged by Matthew in honor of Jesus 
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(5:29). Naturally the company would 
be composed largely of the only society 
in which a publican was acceptable! 


Verse 11.—“. . . the Pharisees ... Why 
eateth your Master with publicans and 
sinners?” It was as unprecedented as 
it was unthinkable that a rabbi should 
mingle freely in such society! Of course 
it reflected on the disciples. Notice the 
emphasis on “your Master [Teacher].” 
It was intended to make them cringe. 


Verse 12.—“. . . They that be whole 
need not a physician, but they that are 
sick.” Although among them, Christ 
was no more one of the sinners than 
the doctor is one of the lepers whom he 
is treating. This statement is a con- 
demnation of the Pharisees, who had no 
thought of the needy. 


Verse 13.—“. . . I will have mercy and 
not sacrifice ... come to call... sin- 
ners to repentance.” All the religious 
ceremonies of the Pharisees counted for 
nothing in face of their attitude toward 
the sinner, an attitude which put them 
outside the reach of salvation. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Two great truths are illustrated in 
our lesson portion: Jesus forgives sin, 
and Jesus receives sinners. 

That crowded gathering in the Caper- 
naum home was a notable one, for it 
included representatives of the religious 
leaders from all parts of the country, 
come together to scrutinize and evalu- 
ate this new rabbi whose teachings and 
works were stirring the people, but 
who was not of the rabbinical schools. 
The Lord Jesus Christ knew that this 
was a test occasion, but He was not one 
whit embarrassed. 

The lowering of the paralytic through 
the roof on his pallet created a crisis. 
Jesus could have performed one more 
miracle of healing and allowed that to 
make its own impression, but the time 
had come to exercise openly the larger 
ministry for which He had come. “Son, 
. . . thy sins be forgiven, thee,” said 
Jesus, knowing right well what would 
be the reaction of the scribes. They 
did not express their reaction in words, 
but inwardly they were saying, “Blas- 
phemy!” So it was, if Jesus had been 
only a man, for “who can forgive sins, 
but God alone?” But Jesus, the Son 
of man, being more than man, sup- 
ported His divine prerogative with a 
divine work. The effectiveness of His 
word in the physical realm argued the 
effectiveness of His word in the spir- 
itual realm. He has the right to forgive 
sins, and He does it. 

Sin and sinners go together. Having 
publicly exercised His prerogative of 
forgiving sin, Jesus openly went out to 
seek sinners. He called Matthew, a tax- 
gatherer, a member of the most hated 
and despised class in all Jewry, to be 
one of His companions and disciples. 
This introduced Him to the whole co- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. January 20.—Gospel Righteousness. 
Matthew 5 to 7 
Next Week’s Lesson 


5. February 3.—Mission of the Twelve. 
Matthew 9:35 to 10:42 








terie of publicans and men of no moral 
or socia] standing in the community. 
Soon He found Himself guest of hongr 
at a banquet, surrounded by a host of 
these untouchables. The Pharisees criti- 
cized, this time openly. 

Once again our Lord had an answer. 
Does a physician avoid sick people, or 
make it his business to be with them? 
Then should a Saviour avoid sinners, or 
receive them? A physician may con- 
tract a communicable disease from a 
patient, but the great Physician, while 
touching sinners, aye, and being “num- 
bered with the transgressors,” is still 
“separate from sinners” (Heb. 7:26). 
His presence among those publicans and 
sinners does not mean contamination, 
but He is among those whom He came 
to call to repentance. For the very 
same reason He will go to the home of 
the Pharisee, for he, too, is a sinner. 
We are not of the world, but we are 
in it, as His agents (John 15:19; 17: 
14-18). 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. Jesus defends His right to forgive sin 
(Matt. 9: 1-8) 

2. Jesus defends His practice of receiv- 
ing sinners (vs. 9-13) 

Topics for Development 

Whose Faith? The record says that 
when Jesus saw “their faith” He said 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT characterized the ministry of 
our Lord in the period in which 
our lesson falls? 

2. What city is referred to as “his 
own city”? 

3. How did the four men get their 
paralyzed friend into the presence of 
Jesus? 

4. Why did the Lord Jesus pronounce 
the man’s forgiveness before bidding 
him rise and walk? 

5. On what ground did the scribes 
accuse Jesus of blasphemy? 

6. In what sense was it more difficult 
to bid the paralyzed man rise and walk 
than to declare his forgiveness? 

7. What was Matthew’s other name? 

8. What members of the apostolic 
band were called before Matthew? 

9. Who gave the banquet described in 
our lesson? 

10. How did Jesus justify His pres- 
ence among sinners? 


(Answers on page 35) 
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to the paralytic, “Thy sins be forgiven 
thee.” Whose faith is referred to here? 
Many believe that the reference is to 
those who brought the sick man to 
Jesus. Certainly their determination to 
get their friend into the presence of 
Jesus, even when it meant tearing off 
a portion of the roof, was an evidence 
of faith on their part. Now if the rec- 
ord had run, “When Jesus saw their 
faith, he said to the sick of the palsy, 
Son, be of good cheer; rise, take up thy 
bed, and walk”—in that case I would 
have been content with the explanation 
that Jesus had responded to the faith of 
the four friends. But no one ever re- 
ceived the forgiveness of sins on the 
ground of vicarious faith! For that, one 
must believe for himself. So the faith 
of five was involved here—the four who 
brought and the one who was brought. 
Now the faith of the four may have 
been for the healing of the body, but 
the faith of the man himself was of 
such a character as to lay hold of the 
deeper blessing. At any rate, we may 
be given the assurance of faith concern- 
ing the salvation of another, but not 
till that one himself believes will the 
salvation be accomplished. 

Which Is Easier? Our Lord asked the 
question of the scribes concerning the 
relative difficulty of saying, “Thy sins 
be forgiven thee,” or, “Arise, and walk.” 
No doubt their answer to the rhetorical 
question was that it was easier to say 
the former. From the standpoint of 
demonstration they were right, for to 
say, “Arise, and walk,” called for the 
evidence of the senses, which saying 
“Thy sins be forgiven thee” did not. 
So, on the basis of their judgment, Jesus 
demonstrated His right to say the 
“easier” thing by doing the harder 
thing. But surely in another sense that 
judgment is wrong. Forgiving sin costs 
far more than healing bodies. Every 
sin that is forgiven must be borne. To 
say, “Thy sins be forgiven thee,” meant 
for Jesus that He take these sins upon 
Himself. Every word of absolution 
from His lips was 4 committal of Him- 
self to the cross as the bearer of sin. 
While it cost Him the expenditure of 
strength and the pain of divine com- 
passion to heal the sick, it cost Him Cal- 
vary to forgive sin. 


Practical Applications 

You do not have to be a preacher to 
lead a soul to Christ. Join hands with 
others in faith and love, and you will 
see the wonders of grace. 

The friendliest act you can do is to 
help your friend to the Saviour. 

Christianity was launched in the teeth 
of bitter criticism. Do not be surprised 
if some of it comes your way. 

When God forgives, He gives strength 
to walk in the paths of righteousness. 

Being “separate from sinners” (Heb. 
7:26) does not mean isolating ourselves 
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Lesson for January 27 


from their company. We tan be min- 
isters among them without being com- 
panions of their sin. 


Golden Text 

Matt. 9:2—“Son, be of good cheer; 
thy sins be forgiven thee.” What is 
calculated to cheer the heart of the sin- 
ner more than the assurance of sins for- 
given? It is the sweetest cordial to the 
spirit. Better to lie in helpless paralysis 
and know the forgiveness of sin than to 
run a marathon and live under the con- 
demnation of God. 

Ex_MuurstT, ILL, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SucGcEsTeD HYMNS 
“Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love” 
“Sinners Jesus Will Receive” 

“Out of My Bondage, Sorrow, and Night” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, who sent the Sav- 
iour to seek and save the lost, we thank 
Thee He still seeks all who wander from 
Thee. We, like sheep, have gone astray, 
but we do not despair, because the Lord 
Jesus has borne our sins aad welcomes 
all who seek Him for His pardon and a 
new life. Draw any here yet unsaved 
to seek Christ now. Keep us who have 
found Him from backsliding and re- 
cover any who are backslidden. Use 
Thy truth to win many souls to Christ 
everywhere today. Let the power of 
Christ reach out through His people for 
the healing of the world’s ills and the 
bringing of justice and peace to the 
nations. Recover the sick ones we know 
and love, if that be Thy will, and sus- 
tain all whose lives are heavy with 
sore trial. Forgive our sins, bless to us 
Thy Word today, and keep and guide 
us continually, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One of the price- 
less pictures of the world is in a 
Florence art gallery, the “Madonna della 
Sedia,” by Raphael. The artist took the 
lid of a wine cask and painted on it 





From Publican to Apostle 
NO case 100 taro FOR CHRIST 


this masterpiece. So was a bit of junk 
transformed into a priceless art treas- 
ure. So, too, was Matthew, the despised 
publican, taken over by the Lord Jesus 
and made into a Christian apostle and 
the writer of the first book in our New 
Testament. In Jewish eyes these tax 
collectors were low characters. It was 
a saying that all publicans were thieves, 
and certainly many were enriching 
themselves unjustly at the expense of 
the public. Yet from that despised and 
hated group the Lord called Matthew 
and made him a faithful Christian and 
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a strong leader of the early Church. 

Perhaps you know the chorus: 

He brought me out of the miry clay, 

He set my feet on the Rock to stay; 

He puts a song in my soul today, 

A song of praise, Hallelujah! 
—H. L. Gilmour. 

Matthew could have sung that, and per- 
haps he did sing the verses in Psalm 40 
on which the chorus is based, for those 
verses told his story (Psa. 40:1-3). 
Never think anyone too low down or 
too far gone into sin to be beyond the 
reach of Christ. Never despise any un- 
converted sinner. Never despair of 
your own sinfulness. No case is too 
hard for Christ. Take yours to Him 
and then tell others what He has done 
for you that they may trust Him, too. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 
b3 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be 
forgiven thee” (Matt. 9:2).—In this les- 
son, the Lord Jesus met the needs of 
a palsied man and those of “many pub- 
licans and sinners” (v. 10). How merci- 
fully and effectively He met those needs! 
Every person has need of something. 
May we be graciously preserved from 
ever saying, “I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need’ of nothing” 
(Rev. 3:17). 

Man’s first and dire need is that of 
forgiveness; “for all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God.” And 
apart from being divinely forgiven, the 
sinner will perish. It was the forgive- 
ness of sins which the palsied man re- 
ceived. Our Lord saw the faith of this 
man, and of those who brought him, and 
said, “Son, be of good cheer [or cour- 
age]; thy sins be forgiven thee.” 

Forgiveness may be obtained on the 
same terms today. “Christ died for our 
sins” and “was raised again for our jus- 
tification,” hence we are told, “whoso- 
ever believeth in him shall receive re- 
mission of sins” (Acts 10:43). 

Political offenders are sometimes 
given what is called an amnesty which 
literally means a “not remembering.” 
This is exactly what God grants to all 
who place faith in His Son. No mat- 
ter how many offenses, He says, “Their 
sins and their iniquities will I remem- 
ber no more” (Heb. 8:12). 

Forgiven, forgotten, all cleansed in the 

blood, 

My sins are remembered no more; 
Atoned for by Jesus in Calv'ry’s flood, 
My sins are remembered no more. 
“This man blasphemeth” (Matt. 9:3). 
—To blaspheme is to speak impiously. 
Is it not singular that we have the habit 
of accusing another of the sin which we 
ourselves are committing! The scribes 
were doing the blaspheming—certainly 
not the Lord. He was God manifest in 
flesh, consequently He could pronounce 

absolution—no one else can. 
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“Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, 
‘Why are you cherishing evil thoughts 
in your hearts? Why, which is easier 
—to say, “Your sins are pardoned,” or 
to say, “Rise up and walk”? But, to 
prove to you that the Son of man has 
authority on earth to pardon sins,’ He 
then says to the paralytic, ‘Rise, and 
take up your bed and go home.’ And 
he got up, and went off home” (Matt. 9: 
4-7, Weymouth). So, the Lord uttered 
both statements, “Your sins are par- 
doned,” and, “Rise, and take up your 
bed and go home.” 

Watching the man walk cheerfully 
home, the destructive critics had in- 
controvertible proof that the Son of 
man had authority both to say and to do! 
Thank God that the multitudes—if not 
the scribes—‘“saw,” “marvelled,” and 
“glorified God.” 


“Follow me. And he arose, and fol- 
lowed him” (Matt. 9:9).—Someone has 
said: “Suppose that Matthew had not 
responded when he was called! We 
would never have had The Gospel Ac- 
cording to Matthew. Try to think of 
the vast amount of good that has not 
been done, because men and women 
have refused to follow the Saviour! 
Only in Christ can we realize all that 
we are capable of.” It is fitting on the 
part of each person hearing the call to 
say immediately: 

I heard His call, Come follow! 
That was all. 

My gold grew dim, 

My soul went after Him. 

I rose and followed. 
That was all! 

Who would not follow 

If they heard Him call? 

“ . . many publicans and sinners 
.. . Sat down with him” (Matt. 9:10). 
—We conclude from Luke 5:29 that 
Matthew spread this “great feast.” Be- 
ing a taxgatherer, it was only natural 
that Matthew, knowing what the Lord 
had done for him, would invite many 
other taxgatherers to this feast to meet 
the Lord, who could meet their need. 
“To invite someone to dine with you 
may be an introduction to Jesus.” 

When the Pharisees asked the dis- 
ciples why their Master ate with such 
characters, the Lord Himself answered, 
“They that be whole need not a phy- 
sician, but they that are sick.” 

The words of our Lord explode the 
theory of a modern cult which asserts 
that there is no such thing as sickness 
—and that physicians are unnecessary. 
Our Lord affirms that if a person is 
physically ill, he needs the services of 
a physician; and if he is sin-sick, he 
needs the services of the Great Phy- 
sician. 

Since this is the Temperance Lesson, 
it is fitting to say to all drinkers—yes, 
even to alcoholics: 

He can break the chains that bind you, 

Raging thirst or deeds unholy, 


Satan's bondage now that grinds you, 
Come! Come! today! 
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“I will have mercy; and not sacrifice 

. .” (Matt. 9:13).—This quotation from 
Hosea 6:6 can be applied in two ways 
—both perfectly true: (1) “I desire to 
have mercy upon you, not demand sac- 
rifice from you”; and (2) “I desire you 
to show mercy rather than offer me 
sacrifice.” We have been shown mercy, 
now we should show mercy to others. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
“w 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, teamwork is a feature 

in our lesson today.’ Those four 
friends did a fine job. They used their 
heads, their hands and feet, their 
strength, and their common sense to 
accomplish the greatest thing that ever 
happened to their sick friend. One or 
two or even three of them could not 
have done it alone. It required 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
NEEDS THAT JESUS TEETS 
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four dead-in-earnest and well-organized 
team workers. 

First, they must have had absolute 
faith in Jesus’ power and willingness 
to heal this palsied man, no matter 
how many competent doctors said his 
case was hopeless. It was their faith 
which made them willing to employ 
such extraordinary means, to get the 
man to Jesus. You will note that the 
record in Matthew 9:2 says, “. . . and 
Jesus seeing their faith said unto the 
sick of the palsy ...” I believe also 
that this included the faith of the sick 
man, else he would never have been 
willing to be the guinea pig in such an 
exploit. 

But back to the “team.” They must 
have felt very keenly for the palsied 
man. It was an act of real devotion— 
a task that required strength and endur- 
ance, along with their determination. 
Carrying the man on his bed, no telling 
just how far, must have required every 
ounce of their energy. ‘To start with, 
they all had to lift together, then keep 
measured steps together. When they 
came in sight of the house where Jesus 
was, and saw the throng of people 
crowded in the yard, the house being 
full, the immediate problem was how 
they might get their man into the pres- 
ence of the great Master. Well, there 
was the roof, but would’ they, with their 
burden, be able to get through the 
crowd to the outside stairway? 

But love and faith can overcome ob- 
stacles, and the men wedged through to 
the stairway and up to the roof with 
the sick man. Did you ever assist in 
lifting a man bodily up a stairway? It 
is no child’s play. But they got him up 
there and laid him down, while they 
pulled the tiles off the center of the roof 
to make an opening. How did they 
manage to let the man down through 
the opening? They must have found 
ropes somewhere. Faith and love were 
at work as a team. Can you imagine 
the astonishment of those people inside 
when they saw a man’s limp body com- 
ing down through the ceiling? And 
wouldn’t it be interesting to see the ex- 
pression on Jesus’ face? for I am con- 
vinced that it showed great pleasure, 
“seeing their faith.” 

If there was one thing that pleased 
Him (and still pleases Him) it was to 
see faith in action—faith in Him. The 
people saw a palsied man, but Jesus 
saw also a poor lost sinner; and He said, 
“Son ... thy sins be forgiven thee.” 
Then Jesus healed him of his palsy and 
sent him home to his family, carrying 
his bed on his shoulders. And “they 
were all amazed, .. . saying, We never 
saw it on this fashion” (Mark 2:12). 

Now, fellows, take a look at four men 
on their knees around the hole in the 
roof, peering down through the ceiling. 
Can you imagine their joy? Whata thrill 
to see a poor sinner come through to 
Jesus! Also try to visualize the family 
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of the healed man when they saw him 
returning in his own restored strength 
and carrying his bed. A lost sinner was 
carried out; a saved sinner came back, 
rejoicing. It must have been a truly 
Christian home from that time on, for 
the daddy who had never before met 
Jesus in the forgiveness of his sins is 
now a saved and healed man, made fit 
to be the priest of his household, as 
God intended he should be. 

Teamwork, linked up with the saving 
and healing power of Jesus, made a new 
life and doubtless a new home for that 
family. Fellows,can you work with others 
in bringing a lost soul to Jesus Christ? 
Are you capable of pushing back your 
prejudices, your ego, your natural de- 
sire to “have your way”? Can you put 
yourself “in gear” with others, even 
when it means to put yourself “out of 
gear” with yourself, in order to save 
a sinner? Can you hold steadily before 
you the marvelous power of Jesus 
Christ to save, so that every self-inter- 
est will fade into the background, leav- 
ing your will and spirit free to “run, 
not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one 
that beateth the air”? (1 Cor. 9:26.) If 
you can do that, you are going to meet 
some people “up There” whom you will 
be glad to see! It will add even to the 
joy of Heaven. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY each of us will put a pink 
heart on the chart in our notebooks. 
On a white strip print the word 
“mourn” in any color that looks nice 
on pink. Then paste it on the heart, 
and paste the heart in your notebook 
on the page facing the green heart. 
(Teacher, if you get a paste jar with 
a brush in it and have the girls do their 
pasting inside an old catalogue, no muss 
will be made. As soon as the first page 
in the catalogue gets sticky, they can 
turn to the next, and so forth.) Today 
we learn, “Blessed are they that mourn: 
for they shall be comforted” (Matt. 5:4). 
Matthew 8 and 9 tell of many mir- 
acles that Jesus did. Other people have 
performed miracles, but the Lord Jesus 
did more and greater ones than anyone 
else. The Gospels tell about more than 
thirty of His miracles, and Matthew 
9:35 shows that there were far more. 
The prophets and apostles performed 
miracles in the name of the Lord, but 
Jesus could say, “I will; be thou clean.” 
Why was this? (Because He was God.) 
How wonderful that is! Because our 
Saviour is God, there is nothing beyond 
His control. What calmness this gives 
us! what encouragement to witness for 
Him! 
Matthew 8 tells about many healing 
miracles that Jesus did. It also tells of 
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FREEDOM 
from persecution — from fear— from want — from bondage 


U and I enjoy. these freedoms —and we cherish the 

most important freedom of all: the freedom to worship 
God according to the dictates of our own consciences. That 
any group would conspire to deny this freedom to others may 
seem too fantastic to be true. That there are men right here 
in America who are denied this freedom may seem unbeliev- 
able. But the facts prove that it is true. 


These Are the Undeniable Facts 


e Priests who leave the Church of Rome are persecuted 
—by slander; by pressure brought to bear on their fam- 
ilies and friends to banish them; and, in South America 
and Europe, by physical violence. . 

e Priests who leave the Roman Catholic Church live in 
fear. They know by observation that to break them 
Rome will command all of her powerful social, economic 
and political forces. 

e Priests who leave the Church of Rome are victims of 
a calculated effort to prevent them from earning a live- 
lihood. Many employers will not hire a man who indi- 
cates that he has been a former priest. Seldom does the 
former priest have any private funds or clothes. With 
no place to go, he lives in want. 

e Priests who have told their superiors of their desire 
to leave the Church have sometimes been forcibly re- 
strained. Some have been committed to Roman Catholic 
hospitals and mental institutions from which release is 
almost impossible. More terrifying than physical bond- 
age are the threats of purgatory and hell which are used 
to hold them in spiritual bondage. 


. . . as many as the Lord our God shall call. ACTS 2:39. 


Today in all parts of the world, Roman Catholic priests 
are leaving the Church. The reasons they give for leaving 
reveal their spiritual and intellectual search for the truth. 

e@ They are disiliusioned with practices inconsistent 

with Scripture 

e They have discovered serious errors in the theological 

dogma of the Roman Catholic Church 

e They have recognized that salvation by works is 

a mockery 

e@ They have witnessed the evils of a totalitarian 

hierarchy 

e@ They have been shocked by political and moral cor- 

ruption within the Church 


Our help is in the name of the Lord. PSALM 124:8. 


Through a specialized program of rehabilitation, Christ’s 
Mission is helping many former priests discover a new way 
of life—a life of physical and spiritual freedom. The Mis- 





This building will be used for the ex-priest center 


sion provides counsel 
and advice in practical 
and spiritual matters. 
Often we shelter, feed, 
and clothe men who 
have just left the 
Church and have no 
means of support. Many 
men are helped to find 
work. Travel and med- 
ical expenses are pro- 
vided in emergencies. 
If the former priest is The business and magazine offices will 
converted and feels occupy this building 

called to serve God in 

the Protestant ministry, financial assistance is extended to en- 
able him to attend a school or seminary. Spiritual help and 
guidance is a primary and integral part ofthe program of assist- 
ance. Christ’s Mission has helped over 600 former priests. 





Priests Are Leaving in Greater Numbers 


Today the opportunities are greater than they have ever 
been in our 75 years of service. More and more priests are 
resigning and appealing to us for assistance. e are re- 
ceiving these requests from all over America and many other 
parts of the world. This is especially true in South America, 
where persecution is bitter against defectors. Priests tell us 
that many more would leave if they had a place of refuge. 


Dugan Center Being Established 


Because of this increasing need, and as a result of long 
and prayerful consideration, Christ’s Mission is establishing 
a center for ex-priests. This center will enable us to provide 
a more complete and integrated program of rehabilitation. 
A special committee of experts in the field of education, 
business, guidance, health and theology will meet with the 
former priests and help them work out the many problems 
they face. They will have the help of our job placement 
program and will receive spiritual and material aid. Through- 
out their period of readjustment they will be living with men 
who understand and sympathize with their problems. Rev. 
Frank F. Payas, a Roman Catholic priest for 20 years and a 
Protestant pastor for 10 years, has been appointed super- 
visor of the center. 


We Must Act At Once 


A property, ideal for this center, has been offered to 
Christ’s Mission by a wonderful Christian family at a frac- 
tion of its actual value. The Board of Trustees have voted 
to purchase this property and establish the Dugan Center at 
once. Prayer and the open door of opportunity have convinced 
them it is the Lord’s leading. They have authorized a finan- 
cial appeal of $70,000 to purchase the property and establish 
the ex-priest center. 


We Will Need the Generous Help of Friends 


We appeal to readers because we believe that you will 
support this act of faith. May we ask you to give both gen- 
erously and sacrificially that we may be enabled to assist 
more priests in their search for freedom. 

You will want to have an important part in making this 
center a reality. Please pray about this carefully and, as 
soon as you can, send your contribution to us. We are sure 
you will stand by us in this hour of urgency. 


Dr. Walter M. Montano, Executive Director. 
Rev. Frank Payas, Supervisor, Dugan Center, 
CHRIST’S MISSION, Dept. S, 27 East 22nd Street, 
New York 10, New York. 
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The Bible Up an 
Olive Tree 


This is Takis Mar- 
maras, one of the 
students from 
Berea, Greece, at 
the Macedonian 
Bible Institute in 
Katerini. He says: 
. “From the day 

» Christ came into 
my heart a strug- 
gle began with my 
Greek Orthodox mother which con- 
tinues to this very day. Sometimes 
she would not let me in the house 
or give me anything to eat. I hid 
any spiritual literature under my 
shirt and looked for an opportunity 
to read it. They searched my room 
and whatever books Mother found 
she would take away. They even 
broke the lock of my door so I could 
not lock myself in to pray. I had to 
climb up an olive tree in our yard and 
there read my Testament and pray. 
Up there they could not reach me. I 
tied my Testament to a branch when 
I wanted to hide it.” 





we 

Takis endured this for 12 years. 
Don’t you think he will make a won- 
derful Gospel worker? Such testi- 
monies could be repeated by many 
of our Bible students. Shall we not 
be held accountable before the Lord 
if we turn such students away? We 
shall have to unless you rally to their 
support which is $25 a month. There 
is really a. desperate need at our 
Macedonian Bible Institute, where 
we are training the Greeks to bring 
the Gospel to their own people. No 
foreign missionaries can go there. 
We hope the Lord will speak to your 
heart so that you will help this work 
by undertaking either full or partial 
support of one of these Bible stu- 
dents. We shall be glad to send you 
the picture of the one you will pray 
for and help. May God lead you to 
do His will. Send your gifts to: 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
Dept. S, P.O. Box 423, New York 36, 
New York. (In Canada: 90 Duplex 
Ave., Toronto 7, Ontario.) (Adv.) 
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His stilling a storm, showing that He 
has power over the forces of nature. 
And the last miracle recorded in that 
chapter is about Jesus’ healing two de- 
mon-possessed men. I want you to 
read verse 31 because it shows definitely 
that the demons recognized Jesus as 
the one whose commands they must 
obey. Our Saviour has power over 
Satan and all his hosts. 

The miracle we will study today 
proved Christ’s power to fill the great 
universal need for the forgiveness of 
sins. Let us read Matthew 9:1-13. From 
Mark we learn that this man was 
brought to Jesus on his bed by four 
friends. Also that the house where 
Jesus was speaking was so crowded that 
they could not enter the door. In Pal- 
estine most houses were built with a flat 
roof and an outside stairway from the 
ground to the roof. So up the stairs 
they went with their friend, bed and 
all. They next opened a section of the 
roof and lowered the bed down to Jesus’ 
feet. No doubt they expected Him to 
touch the man or say some words that 
would heal him. But Jesus did not im- 
mediately do that. He first met the 
man’s greatest need. What was that? 
(To have his sins forgiven.) Yes. That 
is the greatest need anyone can have. 
Disease of the body can cause physical 
death, but sin destroys the soul, which 
is far worse. 

What did the scribes think when 
Jesus said, “Thy sins be forgiven thee’’? 
(That He was blaspheming.) They 
would have been right if He had not 
been God. But He was, and they 
should have recognized Him as their 
Messiah and Saviour. They had the Old 
Testament which contained many 
prophecies concerning the Messiah, 
which Christ had already fulfilled, and 
they had the additional proof of all the 
miracles He had done. 

Verse 4 gives still another proof that 
Jesus was God. What is it? (He knewtheir 
thoughts.) Right. 
said, “Wherefore think ye evil in your 
hearts?” This reminds us, the same as 
our charts do, that God is concerned 
with the state of our hearts. 

How would you answer the question 
in verse 5? (One is just as easy as the 
other.) Yes and No. You are right if 
you mean that only God could say 
either. But in order for Jesus to have 
power to forgive sins righteously, He 
had to die on the cross. When we think 
of that, it was far easier for Him to say, 
“Arise, and walk.” 

The Lord Jesus still calls sinners to 
repentance. And when they come to 
Him, He first forgives their sins; then 
He takes care of all their other needs. 

A certain man was a slave to the 
drink habit. He tried to stop drinking 
again and again, but he always went 
back to it. Friends tried to help him, 
but they all finally gave him up as a 
hopeless case. Someone led him to 


And notice that He 
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Jesus. After he was saved he never 
drank again. One of his old friends 
met him a few months later and said, 
“I hear you’ve got the mastery of the 
Devil at last.” “Oh, no,” exclaimed the 
former drunkard, “but I have the 
Devil’s Master, and He keeps me.” 

The miracles done by Jesus not only 
proved that He was the Messiah but 
they also proved that He can meet 
every need that anyone could ever have. 
Praise His name! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


For Christ’s Sake——Son, be of good 
cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee (Matt. 
9:2, Golden Text). A man who had for- 
merly been an excellent workman stole 
a sum of money from his employer. 
The man was very repentant and re- 
stored the money, but he fully expected 
to be dismissed. To his great surprise 
his employer was very kind, and said 
they would forget all about it. The 
man just couldn’t understand such kind- 
ness, and he asked his employer about 
it. The gentleman said, “Jock, a few 
years ago I was down and out. I needed 
a friend so badly, and I found that 
friend in Jesus Christ. He was very 
gracious, as only He can be. He met 
my need then, and has continued His 
grace toward me, so I am only trying 
in my humble way to show a little of 
it to you.”—Source unknown. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Anyway.—And, behold, they brought 
to him a man sick of the palsy, lying 
on a bed (Matt. 9:2). 


Tue Sick MAN’s PLEA 


The bearers are unsteady. Racked and 
worn 
With long disease, and clumsily upborne, 
What is my anguish with their stumbling 
feet 
And all the push and clamor of the street? 
But any way, however rough it be, 
O Good Physician, if I get to Thee! 


The crowd is great about Thee. How they 
press 
Each in his own absorbing wretchedness, 
Unheeding me, the sick man borne of 
four, 
Halting despondent at the crowded door. 
But any way, however thronged it be, 
O Good Physician, if I get to Thee! 


Upon the roof a glaring light is spread, 
Blistering underneath and overhead. 
They tear the tiles; the smarting dust is 
thick— 
O men, ye four, be mercifully quick! 
But any way, however hard it be, 
O Good Physician, if I get to Thee! 


—From Amos R. Wells. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. Prize 
illustration. 
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Lesson for January 27 


All Is Well.—But that ye may know 
that the Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins (Matt. 9:6). When 
Moody and Sankey were holding serv- 
ices, they noticed one night when com- 
ing out of the church a man sitting 
underneath the gallery after everybody 
else had gone. Moody sat down beside 
him, and found that he had been a con- 
stant attendant at the services and that 
he had determined that he would not 
leave the building until he had settled 
the question of his soul's salvation. After 
prayer and the study of the Bible the 
matter was settled. He returned to his 
home, and the next day entered the 
mine where there was a terrific explo- 
sion. He was taken out barely alive and 
carried a short distance. When his 
friends stooped down to moisten his lips, 
he was too weak to speak, but they saw 
his lips moving, and finally could make 
out his words. Over and over again he 
was saying, “All is well, it is a good 
thing I accepted Jesus last night.” So 
it would be for everyone. When God 
calls, it is a serious matter to wait. To- 
day we may yield to His plea; tomorrow 
may be eternally too late—From an 
old tract by J. Wilbur Chapman. Sent 
by J. Edward Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. 


His Offer Must Be Accepted.—The 
Son of man hath power on earth to for- 
give sins ...Iam...cometocall... 
sinners to repentance (Matt. 9:6, 13). 
The Lord Jesus meets, and can supply, 
all human needs, but the needy ones 
must accept His offer and respond to 
His call. The scribes needed forgive- 
ness, as do we all, as much as the 
palsied man, and the Son of man had 
power to forgive sins—but theirs were 
not forgiven. The Great Physician 
called sick sinners to repentance and 
to following Him. Matthew and many 
other publicans and sinners arose and 
followed Him—but not the Pharisees.— 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. ~ 


Where God Takes Over.—They mar- 
velled, and glorified God, which had 
given sugh power unto men (Matt. 9:8). 
Not long ago I was invited by a well- 
known surgeon to watch a complex op- 
eration he was about to perform. As 
he went through the laborious prepara- 
tion for the operation, scrubbing for 
the allotted time, and being helped into 
cap, gown, and rubber gloves, he seemed 
confident but a little tense. “All set?” 
I asked. “Almost,” he replied, and stop- 
ped and bowed his head for a moment. 
Then, calm and relaxed, he led the way 
to the operating room. During the op- 
eration his hands never faltered. After- 
ward I said to him, “I was surprised at 
your praying before you went in. I 
thought a surgeon relied solely on his 
own ability.” He answered: “A sur- 
geon is only human. He can’t work 
miracles by himself. I’m certain that 
science couldn’t have advanced as far 
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DO YOU HAVE $300, 
$900 or $1,000? 


._ This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tell us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


> = = 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad... regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 
too. 
> : > 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 8%% depending on their age) 
..- plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they’re 
overjoyed! 

And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 





WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


We'll be happy to send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 
a share. 

CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





Write: Carl J. Frizen, Stewardship Department Dept. S-57-30-3 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 


CO) Please send me, without obligation, povste pivipenps, story of Moody Annuity 
Plan 





OC Please send folder, Where There’s a Will, relating to stewardship. 








Name. Age 
Address. 
City, Zone_- State 
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HARKNESS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 






1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN- Bi 
PLAYING For those who can . 
already play. EIGHTY Music. 
ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects —in- 
cluding TEN practical Accompani- 
ment Methods in Chords, Octaves, 

* Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 


2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING A course for 
those who cannot play but wish to learn to play 
hymns and Gospel songs. FIFTY Musically-illustrat- 
ed lessons. Original HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. 

Over ten Thousand Students 


Send for FREE details. ‘ Indicate course desired 


ROBERT HARKNESS “Pasadena: cau: 
CEYLON and INDIA 





GENERAL MISSION 
Member Mission I.F.M.A. 
Our ministry in India and Pakistan includes 
Bazaar Preaching 


Write for free literature 
107 North Hale - - Wheaton, Illinois 














Ideal for 


* Junior church 
* Sunday evening groups 


*® Weekday “released time” Bible 
study classes 


THROUGH THE BIBLE 


Study Courses for Boys and Girls 





ADVENTURES THROUGH THE BIBLE 
52 thrilling “adventure” lessons sure 
to capture attention! Maps, proj- 
ects, etc. All you need for a year’s 
adventuring through the Bible. 

Teacher’s Manual. No. 2701 .$2.95 
Pupil’s Workbook. No. 2702. .85 


THROUGH THE BIBLE IN A YEAR 
Stories of 52 “most important” 
events from the Bible, with present- 
day life applications. 

Teacher’s Manual. No. 3237 .$2.95 
Pupil’s Book (perforated homework 
sheets). No. 3238.......... 85 


EXAMINE both of these courses af 
your local bookstore, or write to 


STANDARD PUBLISHING 


Cincinnati 31, Ohio 
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as it has were it not for something 
stronger than mere man. You see,” he 
concluded, “I feel so close to God when 
I am operating that I don’t know where 
my skill leaves off and His begins.”— 
From a clipping from an article by Ken- 
neth Roberts in the Reader’s Digest some 
years ago. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Ar- 
tell, Kans. 


Insensible to Their Danger.—They 
that be whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick (Matt. 9:12). In 
a sad railway accident a young lady 
was taken out of one of the carriages. 
She said she was not hurt at all; she 
felt no pain. She stood up and tried 
to walk and then fell back dead. She 
had received a very serious injury, and 
yet she did not feel it at the moment. 
So it was with these Pharisees: they 
had a sin within their hearts which 
would ruin them if it was not taken 
away. That sin was pride. This sin is 
so dangerous because it keeps people 
from feeling how sinful they are and 
it keeps them from coming to Jesus 
Christ to be healed.—From the Biblical 


Illustrator. Sent by the Rev. Guru 
Manickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. 
India. 


Restoring Ruined Likenesses.—For I 
am not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance (Matt. 9:13). 
When, some years back, Japanese 
armies overran China, some dark and 
terrible things were done against de- 
fenseless Chinese by some of the Japa- 
nese soldiers. Thirty Japanese prison- 
ers of war in those days came under 
Christian teaching and were converted. 
The day they first came to the Lord’s 
Table, a missionary present found him- 
self hardly able to hold back the tears 
at seeing, as he put it, “how the touch 
of Christ brought out the radiance, the 
loveliness, the beauty of the divine 
image in them.” The missionary knew 
the sinful past of some of these men, yet 
could testify to having seen the touch of 
Christ bringing them back into that 
likeness to God that sin had so greatly 
spoiled in them.—From Joseph Edwin 
Harris, in The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
“Follow Me” (Matt. 9:9-13) 


O YOU know what the Lord said 

the two great commandments are? 
First, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God” (Matt, 22:37, 38). So we have our 
worship picture with its verse remind- 
ers, Second, “Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself” (v. 39). So I asked 
you to bring a picture of helping others. 
(Prepare the chosen picture, like the 
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one for worship, with the last Memory 
Verse.) ; 

When the Lord finished His sermons, 
how surprised people were at what He 
said, because He taught as one who 
had authority! He dared give new 
meanings to their old rules, just as if 
He had the right to! We know that 
He was God’s Son and had the right 
and authority. But the folks who lis- 
tened on the hillside did not know that 
yet; they were learning it. He had 
other ways of letting people see His 
authority. Here are your Bible stories 
for this week. (Pass out the slips. 
There are no titles, just the verses for 
the story. After you have read a story, 
write what power the Lord had, the 
thing over which he proved He had 
authority. Next Sunday we will com- 
pare our lists. (22) Matt. 8:1-3. (23) 
Verses 5-10, 13. (24) Verses 23-27. (25) 
Verses 28-34. (26) Chapter 9:1-8. (27) 
Verses 9-13. (28) Verses 18, 19, 23-26.) 

Yes, the Lord Jesus has authority! 
“All power,” He said, “is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth” (Matt. 28:18). 
He could make us do anything He 
wanted to! But He wants us to love 
Him and do what He wants because 
we want to. There was Matthew, who 
later wrote all these stories we are 
reading about the Lord. Do you know 
what kind of man Matthew was? 

Here comes a line of donkeys, each 
one carrying a pack of things to sell in 
the West. Every pack has to be opened 
up, the contents of every bundle tum- 
bled out so Matthew can see all that is 
there and figure up what everything 
is worth and how much tax to charge: 
lovely brocaded cloth from Damascus, 
strong steel swords, spices! How many 
times, going through the cities, the don- 
key boys have had to stop and let the 
goods be opened and taxed by these 
cheating, hateful tax collectors! How 
much of the money paid went into the 
pocket of the tax collector? The rest 
went to the hated Romans who ruled 
the land! 

The donkey caravan passes on, but 
Matthew is not happy with the money. 
At times he has heard the Lord’s words 
as He spoke to the crowds on the beach. 
He has seen His deeds of power and 
love. Why, here comes the Lord Jesus 
now! “Follow me!” He calls. At once 
Matthew closes up his work and goes 
off with the little group about the Lord. 

Later in the rich Matthew’s house 
there is a feast. The Lord and His dis- 
ciples are invited. So are Matthew’s 
crooked tax friends and other despised 
people. The. proud, religious Pharisees 
ask the. disciples, “Why does your Mas- 
ter eat with those sinners?” The Lord 
said: “People who are well do not 
need a doctor, but those who are sick 
do. Go learn what the Bible means 
when it says God wants kindness, not 
sacrifice. I did not come to call those 
who are all right, but those who have 
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Lesson for January 27 


sinned.” There it is again! The Lord 
wants kindness and mercy to others, 
even the bad ones who do not deserve 
it! 

The Lord had power to change that 
crooked, crafty Matthew into a Chris- 
tian leader and writer, when Matthew 
was willing. “(Jesus said,) Follow me” 
(Matt. 9:9, Memory Verse). It is not 
an army officer’s command that must 
be obeyed. It is an invitation of love, 
to be accepted with love. Matthew 
arose, and followed Him. But you will 
read of others this week, a whole city 
of them, who told Him to go away. 
Which will you do? 

Orono, MAINE. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


VER since the Lord Jesus began His 
work here on earth, He has been 
calling people to follow Him. For some 
people it has been rather easy to obey 
His call. For others it has been difficult. 
On the day that God’s dear Son saw 
Peter and Andrew casting a net into 
the sea to catch some fish, He called 
them to follow Him. For them it meant 
leaving behind them the hard, hard 
work of fishing through the long, cold 
nights, sometimes catching nothing. It 
meant leaving the trying work of mend- 
ing nets—mending under the blistering 
hot sun. Do you think it was hard for 
them to leave that and to become, as 
a result, men-fishers who brought men 
and women to God’s precious Son? 
Matthew also heard the command of 
the Son of God: “Follow me.” Now 
Matthew was a tax collector. He was 
a busy man who handled lots of money. 
If he was like most tax collectors of 
his time (though we do not know for 
sure about him), he may not have been 
honest. Everyone knew that it was the 
practice of tax collectors to demand 
from the people more money than was 
really due. Then, instead of turning 
the extra money over to the men who 
hired them, they kept the money them- 
selves. Do not think that the people 
who paid the taxes liked that! They 
hated the tax collectors. You may be 
sure, however, that though the tax col- 
lectors did not have many friends, they 
did have lots of money. When someone 
has a lot of money or the kind of work 
that means a lot of money for them, 
it is not easy to leave it. So when the 
Lord Jesus called to Matthew, the tax 
collector, “Follow me,” Matthew prob- 
ably had quite a struggle down inside 
him. Could he leave his work? Could 
he turn his back on his money? Could 
he? Would he? Indeed he could, and 
he did! Matthew realized that, while 
everyone else hated him, the Lord Jesus 
loved him. The Lord Jesus wanted 
Matthew to be with Him. Others had 
not wanted anything to do with him. 
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Something down inside Matthew’s heart 
told him that whatever the Lord Jesus 
says to do is right. And he followed 
Him! 

That evening Matthew invited the 
Lord Jesus to his house for supper. He 
invited, also, other tax collectors (pub- 
licans) and, the Bible tells us, sinners. 
No sooner had Matthew become a fol- 
lower (disciple) of the Lord Jesus than 
he began to do exactly what a disciple 
ought to do: bring others to the Sav- 
iour. 

No, it may not have been easy for 
Matthew to leave everything he had to 
follow the Lord Jesus. But surely in 
Heaven now, he is ever and ever so 
glad for the day that he obeyed God’s 
Son. He no longer used his pen to 
cheat in his accounts. He used it, in- 
stead, to write a record of the life of 
God’s Son on earth. What did he write? 
The first book of the New Testament. 
Aren’t you glad that Matthew followed 
the Saviour? 

Not always does the Lord Jesus com- 
mand people to follow Him to distant 
places, leaving everything else. He 
wants some to serve Him right where 
they are. Now, while you are going 
to school, He wants you to work for 
Him, to speak for Him, to live for Him. 
Maybe, when you are grown up, He 
will want you to be a fireman or a 
policeman or a schoolteacher. If so, He 
will expect you to serve Him right 
where you are. 

Or it may be He will want you to 
leave everything—your family, your 
home, perhaps even your country—to 
follow Him. It may not be easy. But 
you can be sure of this: if He calls you, 
it will be the most wonderful thing in 
all the world! 

Mrs. McCully has three little boys— 








This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 28) 


1. Popularity. 

2. Capernaum, where He had estab- 
lished His headquarters (Matt. 4:13). 

3. By tearing away part of the roof 
(Mark 2:4). 

4. He reserved the healing act as the 
vindication of His forgiving word. 

5. Regarding Him as a man only, they 
heard Him exercise a prerogative (for- 
giving sins) which belongs to God only. 

6. None could observe the forgiveness 
of sins, a transaction between the soul 
and God, but the word of healing called 
for demonstration observable by all. 

7. Levi (Mark 2:14). 

8. Andrew, Peter, James, John (Matt. 
4: 18-22). ‘ 

9. Matthew (Luke 5:29). 

10..He compared Himself to a phy- 
sician among sick people (v. 12). 

ELmuurst, ILL. 
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all smaller than you. The Lord Jesus has 
called her to go back to South Amer- 
ica to serve Him so that the Indians 
may hear the good news of the Saviour. 
Besides having to leave her mother and 
daddy, she must go back near the same 
people who killed her hushand. No, it 
won’t be easy. But she is going. Why? 
Because she loves the Lord Jesus with 
all her heart! Do you? 
LANCASTER, PA. 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Treasurer of World's Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union 


Grape Juice—The great temperance 
crusader of the Roman Catholic Church 
in Austria, Dr. Ude, says: “The church 
ought to accept the pure and unfer- 
mented grape juice as a ‘materia licita’ 
(‘lawful substance,’ i.e., permissible in 
the sacrifice of the Mass]. In this way 
much misunderstanding would be re- 





IN PREPARING 
FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE... 


Let YOUR Next Step 


Be to MBI 


At MBI, you choose from 
eight basic courses, carefully 
planned to equip you for all 
kinds of Christian service. 
Tuition 1s free. Unlimited op- 
portunities for practical soul- 
winning. 

FREE CATALOG 


Send today for your FREE copy of the 
current Moody cousiog. Write Office 
of Admissions, Room S-57-242. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL . EVANGELICAL 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. LaSalle Street e Chicago 10, Mlinois 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


moved, above all things the reproach 
to the Catholic clergy that its adherence 
to the use of alcohol is dictated by its 
need of fermented wine for the celebra- 
tion of the Mass.” This famous man, 
time and again, referred to the question 
of communion wines, and pleaded for 
the substitution of grape juice, quoting 
St. Thomas Aquinas, who expressed 
himself in his “Summa Theologica” in 
these words: “The unfermented juice 
of the grape is also wine .. . and for 
this reason may serve as altar wine.” 
—Pentecostal Herald. 


Twenty million people in America are 
offended every day by the alcoholic ad- 
vertising that comes to their homes con- 
sistently and continually without even 
knocking at their doors, entering the 
very impressionable minds of boys and 
girls with the obvious purpose of mak- 
ing more customers for an industry that 
destroys, dooms, and damns human per- 
sonality as it rolls along. 


After a cocktail or two, the average 
person doesn’t have the clear head 
needed for quick and accurate decisions 
in traffic—although believing himself to 
be sharper than usual.- Alcohol is esti- 
mated to be a factor in 20 to 50 per cent 
of the nation’s fatal traffic accidents. 
And in New Jersey, the penalty for 
this driving offense is the most severe 
in the nation. 


Since alcohol is a narcotic drug, psy- 
chologically habit-forming and resulting 
in addiction in at least 10 per cent of 
moderate drinkers, it is incumbent on 
the public schools to teach abstinence 
rather than moderation. When dealing 
with narcotics, moderation is dangerous 
doctrine.—John L. C. Goffin, M.D., Los 
Angeles Board of Education, 


Believe it or not, but a dry blanket 
was thrown over all Government office 
parties in Washington during the 1955 
Christmas and New Year celebrations. 


Although no orders were issued by the 


President, word seemed to. spread 
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RUNNING FROM HORROR 


Crying for help are many little children, among them 
not a few are children of Hebrew Christians who are 
dependent alone on help from Christians. 


There is no other place where they can be cared for 
with Iove and understanding. They especially need 
to be brought up in the faith of their fathers—in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


Such a place can only be found in the Orphanage of 
The American European Bethel Mission in Haifa, Israel. 


Your help, your prayers are urgent. 
HEADQUARTERS: 
AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 
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through the Executive Mansion, Cabi- 
net circles, and among departmental of- 
ficials that a ban had been placed on 
the serving of alcoholic beverages at 
office parties. 

The top officials in all departments, 
bureaus, and agencies suddenly discov- 
ered an old law that forbids not only 
the serving of, but the actual presence 
of, liquor in Federal buildings. 

This is a natural result of the present 
administration’s views, for President 
Eisenhower has launched a crusade for 
more morality in Government, and his 
top men were picked with this in view. 


Wine-drinking becomes more popular 
than ever. Americans drank more do- 
mestic and imported wines in 1955 than 
in any previous year. 

Estimates of the total sales of Amer- 
ican-made wines for 1955 range up 
to 144,500,000 gallons, compared with 
141,788,000 gallons in 1954. Importers of 
foreign wines, while citing no specific 
figures, report sales up “considerably.” 

Shipments of California wine alone 
into distribution channels during the 
first ten months of 1955 amounted 
to 96,469,653 gallons, or 1.24 per cent 
higher than the 95,285,417 gallons of 
California wine shipped in the same 
period of 1954. Not included in this 
figure are shipments from other wine- 
producing states, such as New York, 
New Jersey, Michigan, Illinois, Missouri, 
Washington, and Ohio. 


Whisky Allowance.—The State De- 
partment Appropriation Bill allows one 
million dollars for entertainment at 
home and abroad. Congressman Gross 
of Iowa calls this a “whisky” allowance, 
for the greater part of the fund has in 
past years been spent for liquor. The 
House has reduced the sum to $800,000 
—still more than twice what is was in 
1955. 


A new slide film of fifty plates has 
been prepared by the National W.C.T.U., 
entitled, “The Case of the Well-Meaning 
Friends.” It portrays a pilot accepting a 
cocktail that results in his death. The 
film is suited to church groups. Its 
cost is $2.25. 


The Parris Island (S. C.) tragedy, 
which resulted in the death of six 
Marmes during a march at night 
through marshes and creeks, was the 
result of an officer’s vodka and rum 
drinking while on duty. The sergeant 
had been drinking during the day, and 
then took the bottle of vodka (Russian 
liquor) to his quarters, Recently, the 
Marine Corps and the Government offi- 
cials disclosed the sad story of the 
drinking sergeant, and a few papers 
carried the facts in complete detail. 
However, some of the weekly magazines 
are eliminating the drinking feature and 
stressing that the officer overstepped his 
authority by calling for a night march. 

We must not let the public forget 
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that this tragedy was the result of 
liquor and nothing else. It was abso- 
lutely needless that one life should have 
been lost. 

Many American citizens also wonder 
to what extent drinking has been a 
factor in the large number of catas- 
trophes suffered by our military planes 
in the past two or three years. The 
public rarely learns the causes of such 
accidents, 

Our government permits liquor in the 
officers’ and noncommissioned officers’ 
clubs, so a recurrence of such a trag- 
edy might occur at other bases. We 
have petitioned the President and the 
Defense Department to ban the sale of 
beer and liquor to military personnel. 
Instead, the Defense Department ap- 
parently places every facility at the 
hands of the liquor people to induce 
youth to become regular consumers dur- 
ing their military training. 

Please write letters to the President 
and to Secretary Charles W lson of the 
Defence Department, the Pentagon, 
Washington, D. C., and urge them to 
use the power that they now have to 
stop the sale and use of all liquor on 
military bases. If you are a mother or 
a relative, with men now in training, 
make your letter very strong for the 
protection of the boy. Get five others 
to write now. 
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Seventh-Day Adventism 
(Continued from page 26) 


might be given to them that believe 
.. . Wherefore the law was our school- 
master to bring us unto Christ [or, un- 
til Christ], that we might be justified 
by faith” (Gal. 3:19-24). 

Law in itself is cold, demanding, un- 
pitying, and makes no allowance for 
human weaknesses. Human hearts may 
well leap for joy at the Gospel an- 
nouncement, “The law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ.” “Ye are not under the law, 
but under grace” (John 1:17; Rom. 6:14). 
Grace in the power of the Holy Spirit 


in the heart can effect truest obedience - 


to the will of God more readily than 
the letter of the Law written on tablets 
of stone, or the pages of a book. Hence, 
the Word of God turns us to the “glory 
that excelleth,” and the One who em- 
powers for its realization, “Now the 
Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is liberty” (2 Cor. 
3:10, 17). 

Our Lord answers the question, “What 
shall we do?” When He was here, there 
came certain ones to Him, asking, “What 
shall we do, that we might work the 
works of God?” Our Lord did not turn 
their attention to the keeping of a day, 
or of doing this or doing that, but 
rather, to Himself. “Jesus answered 
and said unto them, This is the work 
of God, that ye believe on Him whom 
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he hath sent” (John 6:28, 29). 
would turn every eye upon the person 
of our Lord, “For Christ is the end of 
the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth” (Rom. 10:4). The Law- 
giver became the Law-fulfiller, “And by 
him all that believe are justified from 
all things, from which ye could not be 
justified by the law of Moses” (Acts 
13: 39). 


Victoria, B. C., Can, 
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Children at Home 


Mother's Birthday Present 
By Gina Bell 


ERE it was almost Mother’s birth- 

day, and Harry and Harriet still 
hadn’t bought Mother’s present. Harry 
and Harriet were twins, and they looked 
very much alike, except that Harry was 
just a little bit taller. They both had 
bright, yellow hair, and bright, merry, 
blue eyes, but just now, the blue eyes 
were not very merry. 

Tomorrow would be Mother’s birth- 
day, and they had no gift for her! 

Harry and Harriet had decided that 
they were tired of giving Mother hand- 
kerchiefs and penwipers; this time they 
wanted to get her a real nice present, 
and they simply did not have enough 
money. 

They looked at each other and Harry 
said, “I thought sure we’d have enough 
to buy the canary. We've saved and 
saved for months.” 

“I know,” said Harriet, “but it takes 
so long to save a lot of money. How 
much do we have, exactly?” 

“We have exactly, the last time 
I counted, $3.92,” said Harry. 

“Well, that’s not enough,” said Har- 
riet. 

“We could buy her something else,” 
said Harry; “maybe a scarf or a string 
of beads.” 

“Dear me, no,” said Harriet, “we want 
to buy her a canary!” 

“Then you think awhile,” said Harry; 
“my head gets tired from thinking too 
much.” 

So they sat and thought some more, 
and then suddenly Harry said: “I 
thought of something. Dick Shore 
wanted to buy my bow and arrow last 
week. He said he’d give me two dollars 
for it. I'll sell it to him now, and we'll 
be pretty rich.” 

Harriet nodded, “That’s a good idea. 
I wish I had something to sell, too.” 

Harry ran to the playroom to get his 
bow and arrow and then rushed off to 
D:ck’s house. When he came back, he 
was waving two dollar bills. Harriet 
met him in the hall. 

“Let's go,” said Harry. “Now we'have 
money.” So they hurried to the pet 
shop. They had seen just the little 
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canary there that they wanted to buy 
for Mother’s present. 

“Hello, Mr. Hill,” said Harry. “We’re 
here to buy that little canary for 
Mother’s birthday present. How much 
is it?” 

Mr. Hill said, “You mean that one? 
Well, sir, that little canary is six dol- 
lars, and a wonderful singer he is, too.” 

“Oh, dear,” said Harriet, “we're still 
not rich enough. We have only $5.92 
all together.” 

“Well, now,” said Mr. Hill, “you can 
have the canary for your $5.92, but 
then, how are you going to buy a cage 
for him?” . 

“A cage?” said Harry and Harriet at 
the same time. They had forgotten all 
about that. 

“Yes, a cage,” said Mr. Hill. “You 
can’t keep! a canary in the back yard, 
or in a shoe box”; and he laughed. 

“We'll have to do some more think- 
ing,” said Harry sadly, “and I’ve done 
a lot of thinking today already.” 

So Harry and Harriet thought some 
more, and then Harry said, “Look, sup- 
pose we buy just a cage for now, and 
next year we’ll buy Mother the canary.” 

“That’s another good idea,” said Har- 
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riet; and Mr. Hill said, “That’s a real 
smart idea.” 

“And,” Harry went on, “we can buy 
a little make-believe canary to sit in 
the cage, until we can buy a real one.” 

“Harry,” said Harriet, “today is your 
day for good thinking.” 

“And then,” said Harry, “we'll buy 
this phonograph record, too, for 
Mother.” So Mr. Hill wrapped up the 
cage, and the record, and a little yel- 
low, plastic canary, and said, “That will 
be $6.45 all together.” 

“But,” said Harriet, “we hav® only 

“Yes, I know,” said Mr. Hill, “you 
have only $5.92, but since it’s for a very 
important birthday, you can have it 
all for $5.92.” 

“Oh, thank you,” said Harry and Har- 
riet, and they hurried home to hide 
Mother’s gifts in the closet. 

And then, it was Mother’s birthday! 

Harry and Harriet were all rosy and 
smiling, as they gave Mother the cage. 

“Happy birthday!” they said. 

“Why, children,” said Mother, “you 
shouldn’t have spent so much money! 
This is a lovely present... .” 

Then they gave Mother the little yel- 
low plastic canary, to sit in the cage. 

“You see, Mother,” said Harry, “that 
is just to wait there until next year, 
when we can buy you the real, live 
canary.” 

“That is simply wonderful!” said 
Mother, happily. “He looks just like a 
real live canary; he really does.” 

Then Harry and Harriet went over to 
the phonograph and put on the record 
they had bought from Mr. Hill. 

The room was filled with the beau- 
tiful sound of many, many canaries 
singing together. 

“Well, isn’t that lovely!” said Mother. 

“When you want to hear a canary 
singing, you can play that record—just 
until we get you the real, live canary,” 
said Harry. 

“I guess I have about the smartest 
children in the world,” Mother said. 

Harry and Harriet both smiled be- 
cause Mother was so pleased. 

“Mother,” said Harriet, “it was really 
Harry who did all the important think- 


ing today.” 
“I’ve done all my thinking for this 
year, though,” said Harry, laughing. 


“You do a little thinking, now, Harriet.” 

Mother laughed and laughed. Then 
she said, “This is really the nicest birth- 
day I’ve ever had. Thank you, children.” 


BrRook.yn, N. Y. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The 1957 Alaska Tour 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will 

sponsor its eighteenth annual tour to 
Alaska in conjunction with the North- 
ern Pacific Railway next summer. Ac- 
cording to present plans, the party will 
leave Chicago on July 3 and return to 
that city about July 25. The trip will 
include Banff, Lake Louise in the Cana- 
dian Rockies on the way out, and one 
or two of the national parks in the 
States on the way back. There will be 
visits to Vancouver and Victoria, B. C.; 
Seattle, Wash.; and sightseeing along 
the Columbia River in Oregon. 

The cruise to Alaska on the Inside 
Passage, which is the principal and most 
spectacular feature of the tour, will be 
made on the S.S. Princess Louise of the 
Canadian Pacific Line, from July 9 to 17. 
There will be daily devotions on the 
train (whenever possible) and on the 
steamer, and opportunity to attend serv- 
ices on Sunday either in local churches 
or those held privately for the party 
in hotels. The steamer cruise goes as 
far north as Skagway, Alaska, from 
which town there will be the interesting 
ride on the narrow-gauge railroad 
through magnificent mountain country 
to Lake Bennett. 

The Editor of the Tres and his wife 
are planning to accompany the party 
throughout the entire trip. Further an- 
nouncements and advertisements will 
appear in several issues of the TIMEs. 
Those interested should write early to 
Philip E. Howard, Jr., The Sunday 
School Times, 325 North 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 27 
1. Consider Your Call 
(Eph. 4:1-16) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE Christian’s call is inclusive. 

Everyone who has accepted the Lord 
Jesus Christ as personal Saviour has 
been definitely called to Christian 
growth, to fellowship with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to Christian service 
(1 Pet. 2:9; 1 Cor. 1:9; 7:21). None 
are overlooked or omitted from God’s 
call. 

4 

In the New Testament you will find 
many calls mentioned. A few of them 
are listed below, but you will find it 
helpful in, connection with this topic 
to take a good concordance and look up 
the references for the words “called” 
and “calleth”: 


Christians are “called to be: saints” 


‘ 
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(Rom.. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2)—not perfect in- 
dividuals, but separated from the world 
and to Christ. 

Christians are “called” to God’s pur- 
pose (Rom. 8:28; Eph. 2:10)—to fulfill 
His plan. 

They are called to fellowship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1:9). 

They are called to be Christ’s serv- 
ants (1 Cor. 7:21). 

They are called “out of darkness into 
his marvellous light” (1 Pet. 2:9). 

They are called to be sons of God (1 
John 3:1)—quite different from crea- 
tures of His creation. 

They are called to liberty (Gal. 5:13) 
—freedom from bondage to sin and to 
legalism. 

They are called to eternal life (1 Tim. 
6:12). 

They. are called to be Christ’s wit- 
nesses and ambassadors (Acts 1:8; 2 
Cor. 5:20). 

4 

God’s call to Christians is also indi- 
vidual. His plan for you has been de- 
signed for you and no one else (Eph. 
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2:10). You will remember that Paul 
prayed that he might “apprehend that 
for which also I am apprehended of 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:12). Do you 
know for what Christ has laid hold upon 
you? Are you willing to find out, and 
to do your best to attain, by His grace, 
His expectation of you? 
ye 

God’s call to the Christian is impera- 
tive. The New Testament plainly 
teaches that the Lord Jesus is not only 
our Saviour but also our Lord, the one 
to whom we owe absolute obedience. 
If He is your Lord, can you deny Him 
anything that He asks of you or calls 
you for? You will remember on one 
occasion on the housetop at Joppa, when 
Peter, just prior to God’s call to min- 
ister the Gospel to the Gentile, Corne- 
lius, saw in a vision a great sheet let 
down from Heaven in which were all 
kinds of animals and creeping things. 
Peter heard God’s voice saying to him, 
“Rise, Peter; kill, and eat” (Acts 10:13). 
Peter’s reply was contradictory, for he 
said, “Not so, Lord.” Have you ever 
refused to do something that God has 
told you to do? Can you call Him 
“Lord” if you refuse to do His bidding? 

pd 

God’s call to Christians is an imple- 
mented call. He never calls anyone to 
a growth or service for which He is 
not ready to supply strength, ability, 
wisdom, and grace. “Faithful is he that 
calleth you, who also will do it” (1 
Thess. 5:24). What, then, is the real 
reason behind the refusal of any Chris- 
tian to answer, “Here am I,” when God 
calls? Usually it is for one of four rea- 
sons, sometimes more than one of these: 

1. Selfishness—wanting your own way 
instead of God’s way. 

2. Unbelief—not really believing that 
God means you when He speaks through 
the many calls in His written Word, or 
not really believing that God will pro- 
vide and enable as He has said He will 

3. Fear—closely linked with unbelief, 
distrusting that Ged’s grace is sufficient 
for you. 

4. Unwillingness to acknowledge 
Christ as your Lord and Master—stub- 
bornly refusing to surrender to Him for 
fear that He will ask of you something 
that is unpleasant or too difficult. 

Are any of these reasons keeping you 
from considering that to which God has 
called you? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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With the New Books 


Let Go and Let God! By James A. 
Stewart. (Continental Press, Phila. 6; 
$1.) It would be impossible to read this 
book without profit. The author gets 
right down to basic facts concerning 
revival, that strange but wonderful 





' $2.25). 
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movement of God that is so unusual 
to men but so marvelous in its results 
for God. Beginning with a definition 
of the word “revival,” the author deals 
with such matters as “propositions” 
“symptoms,” “salient features,” and the 
like, in ten practical chapters that have 
a positive Biblical base. There are per- 
tinent quotations and experiential illus- 
trations from many different sources, 
from which are drawn conclusions that 
serve as a probing challenge to the 
reader throughout these pages. Though 
the work is condensed, it is vibrant 
with a burden and longing to see re- 
vival break out among the people of 
God everywhere. 

“Do not pray for a revival, but simply 
pray for revival” is a pungent state- 
ment from the flyleaf, and is character- 
istic of this treatment. The book should 
be read by every Christian leader, and 
by all who are engaged in Christian 
work of any kind, in fact, by all who 
can sense the need for this all-impor- 
tant matter today. 

Though it is not a cloth-bound book, 
it is very attractive in format and nicely 
printed. By all means secure it right 
away and devour it. It is the best thing 
on revival that this reviewer has come 
across in a long time. 


Made According to Pattern. By C. W. 
Slemming. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
A study of the Tabernacle, the 
present volume represents the fifth edi- 
tion of a work that first appeared in 
1938. It is a companion to the author’s 
“These Are the Garments,” and deals 
exclusively with the form, the fabrics, 
and the furniture of the Tabernacle. 
The treatment is complete as to the 
size, the shape, the substance, and the 
spiritual significance of the sanctuary 
and its appurtenances. Mr. Slemming’s 
skillful exposition reveals how that the 
New Testament message is enfolded in 
the Old and the Old Testament is un- 
folded in the New. Here is a sane, bal- 
lanced explanation, interestingly writ- 
ten, and of proved worth, that will be 
of great help to the Bible student. The 
value of the book is further enhanced 
by the addition of a set of illustrations 
reproduced from original paintings by 
Miss D. M. Reeve. 

we 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 21 to 27 


Mon., Jan. \21.—Matt. 8:1-4. 
A Leper Cleansed. 
PraYER SuGcestions: “Immediately 
his leprosy was cleansed.” Leprosy and 
sin have much in common. Its fitst 
appearance is not alarming. Rules for 
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separating those with the infection from 
those free from it are made clear in 
the Scriptures. Only Christ has the 
power to heal the victims miraculously. 
All in leprosy and in sin are unclean. 
Unhappy, and to be deeply pitied are 
such victims, but sinners most of all. 
Leprosy of the soul is infinitely worse 
than leprosy of the body. Pray for the 
awakening of all who have the plague 
of sin and face present and eternal mis- 
eries. 


Tues., Jan 22.—Matt. 8:5-17. 
He Took Our Infirmities. 


PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “Himself took 
our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.” 
God’s people are compassed with in- 
firmities. All of us have our faults and 
sinful dispositions and inclinations. For 
manifesting these base qualities God is 
obliged to chastise His people. We 
should lament and confess these upon 
remembrance and godly reproof, and 
pray for the cleansing made available 
in the blood of Christ. And let all of 
us often pray God to search us and to 
see if we are harboring evils in our 
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hearts, and pray, “Cleanse thou me from 
secret faults” (Psa. 19:12). Pray fora 
deeper abhorrence of evil. 


=. 


Wed., Jan. 23.—Matt. 8:18-22. 
Follow Me. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Follow me.” 
Following Christ is a cross-bearing ex- 
perience. It means the denial of self 
and a joyful acceptance of Christ and 
loving obedience to His holy will. Many 
have faith to ask favors of Christ who 
do not want the faith life of Christ. 
They seem willing to accept Christ’s 
teaching about Himself, but reject His 
Lordship over their life. They are will- 
ing to confess His deity: but they ignore 
His directions. They want His saving 
touch: but not His commands. They 
have faith to accept Christ’s benefits 
but not His constraints. Pray for heart 
to serve your Lord. 


Thurs., Jan. 24.—Matt. 8:28-34. 
Two Demoniacs. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Two possessed 


with devils.” Many in our day object 
to this part of the teaching of Christ. 














When answering advertisements, please 


mention The Sunday School Times. 





30 DAYS SUPPLY 


Safe High-Potency Nutritiona! Formula 









11 Vitamins (including 
Blood-Building Bj2 and 
Folic Acid), 11 Minerals, 
5 Choline, Inositol, and Methioni 







we want to send you FREE, a 30-day of 
high-potency Vitesa/e C.F. Ca: ay $5. hee va 4 
80 you can fi EF. Capeules much healthier, 
Ppeppier you may feel after a few days 
! Each capeule supplies your with well we 
daily 11 important 

inositol and 


i 


retail price. 
— you’re not obligated to pay trom us 
free capsules is limited 


ever! od hw 


coupon 


VITASAFE CORPORATION 
43 West 61s? St., New York 23, M. ¥. 


NOW YOURS FRE 


---------—--- 













Each Daily C. F. 
= Contains: 
Vitamin 
i 500 USP Units 
Vitamin 
00 USP Units 
Vitamin 75 mg. 
Vitamin By 5 mg. 
Vitamin Be 25 mg. 
Vitamin Bo 0.5 mg. 
Vitamin Bis 1 meg. 
Niacin Ami 40 mg. 
Calcium 
Pantothenate 4 mg. 
Vitamin E 2LU 
Folie Acid 0.5 mg. 
Calcium 75 mg 
Phosphorus 58 mg. 
tron 30 mg. 
Cobalt 0.04 mg. 
Copper 0.45 mg. 
Manganese 0.5 mg. 
Molybdenum 0.1 mg. 
co 0.075 mg. 
otassium 2 mg. 
| mod , 0.5 mg. 
agnesium 3 mg. 
holine ~ 
Bitartra’ 31.4 mg. 
Inositol 15 mg. 
dl-Methionine 10 mg. 
Compare this formula 
with ony other! 








— ee St VS ee Rl ee ee a 
VITASAFE CORP., Dept. 331-1 

43 West 61st Street, New York 23, N. Y. 

Please send me free a 30-day supply of the ——- 

VITASAFE CF (Comprehensive Formula) Capsul 

and full information about the VITASAFE 

Iam not under any oblization to buy any AEE pian. 

vitamins, and after trying my free sample supply, 

I will ACCEPT OR REJECT the benefits and 

— savings offered by the VITASAFE Pian. 
In any case, the trial month's supply of 30 

VITASAFE Capsules is mine to use free 


I ENCLOSE 25¢ (coins or stamps) to help pay for 
packing and postage. 


-/ 


City 
This offer is limited to those who have rE potens 
taken advantage of this generous trial, 


tria) supply per family. 
— AV ee Ke a a 











(Lesson for Jan. 27) Jan. 12, 1957 


They want nothing to do with Bible 


teaching on this subject. Yet as we are 
spirits in bodies, we inhabit our bodies 
for years, and we are either righteous 
or wicked, it is right and reasonable, 
therefore, to believe that people inside 
their houses of clay can have the com- 
pany of other spirits. Our Lord makes 
this very clear to all in Matthew 12:44 
and Luke 11:24, 25. There are doubt- 


less, in our day, many people under 
“foreign influence” than is generally 
thought. It is better to believe Christ 


than mere man on such an important 
matter. Pray against the laxity of God’s 
people as regards the spreading evils of 
the day. 


Fri., Jan. 25.—Matt. 9:14-17. 
New Wine—New Wineskins. 


PRAYER SucGEsTIONS: “Neither do men 
put new wine into old bottles” (wine- 
skins). ‘The old-fashioned wine makers 
can teach us modern Christians an im- 
portant lesson in discretion. They knew 
well not to put fresh wine into old 
wineskins that were ready to burst and 
spill their wet goods. Let all Chris- 
tians be prudent in practice. God has 
given us a head as well as a heart. Let 
us never put that which is good into 
that which is evil. Keep from spoil- 
ages. One bad egg can spoil a cake 
mixture, and one sin can ruin many 
virtues. Pray for the Scripture Press, 
Wheaton, Ill. 


Sat., Jan. 26.—Matt. 9:18-26. Faith Heals. 


PRAYER SucGcEsTIONS: “Thy faith hath 
made thee whole.” Faith in God for 
what He has promised is pleasing to 
God. When we count God as faithful 
and ask in Christ’s name for things 
agreeable to His holy will, we know 
that we shall have the petitions as we 
move on in obedience to His will. 
“Without faith it is impossible to please 

. . God.” By it the greatest blessings 
of God are secured. It is the victory 
that overcomes the world. Pray for the 
greater Outreach of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs. 


Sun., Jan. 27.—Matt. 9:27-31. 
Eyes Opened. 


PRAYER SuGGEsSTIONS: “Their eyes 
were opened.” Those two blind men 
had faith enough to be healed of 
their blindness. They had faith , 
enough to give Christ His proper ~ 
title, “Son of David,” and to indicaté 
they expected the fulfillment of the 
prediction of Isaiah regarding open- 
ing “blind eyes”; but they had not 
faith enough to allow Christ to man- 
age all their behavior. Many today 
seem to have just about that kind of 
half-faith. They wantChrist asSaviour 
but not as their Lord and Master. Is 
your faith one that is “dead” (with- 
out works), or one that works by 
love? Pray for Italy. 








